
Text: Protecting Antarctica 
Text type: Report
Reading level: 23
Concept: Protecting our world
Text from: In Antarctica (AlphaExplore series)

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is home to a lot of 
different animals, including many species of fish and 
more than 500 species of birds.  A range of animals, 
such as bison, deer, hippopotamuses, rhinoceroses, 
turtles, kudus, zebras and buffaloes, live there.  There 
are some extremely rare animals at the park.  Before 
they were found at Greater St Lucia, some of these 
animals were thought to be almost extinct.

Protecting elephants

The last elephants in this region were killed by 
hunters 85 years ago.  But people have worked  
hard to bring elephants from nearby parks to start 
new herds in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  At 
first the elephants were put into a small pen to let 
them get used to their new home.  Then they were 
freed into the wider park.  Since then, the elephants 
have made themselves at home.

Ancient fish

An ancient fish called the coelacanth has been found 
in a submarine canyon in this park.  These fish,  
once thought to have been extinct for 65 million 
years, were rediscovered in 1938.  But no one  
knew until recently that they were alive and well  
in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  

Greater St Lucia 
Wetland Park

Some places become world heritage sites because they  
are home to a range of living things or they are places  
of exceptional natural beauty.  Preserving these sites  
is very important.

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is in South Africa.  The  
park is an amazing and unique place because so many  
different animals and plants live there.  The park is  
made up of wetlands, lakes, beaches and coral reefs, as  
well as forests, grasslands and savannah.  The animals  
and plants that live in Greater St Lucia are protected  
because the park is a world heritage site.

Working with a partnerSummarising Working with a partner
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Text: Greater St Lucia Wetland Park
Text type: Report
Reading level: 23
Concept: Protecting our world
Text from: Looking After Our World (AlphaExplore series)

What happens 
to our natural 
resources?
The world has a limited amount of natural resources 
such as wood, metal and oil.  A resource such as metal 
is never replenished.  Once we have mined all the 
metal, there will be no new metal left in the ground.

Some natural resources can be replenished but it 
takes a very long time.  Trees are like this.  They take 
a short time to cut down, but it takes many years for 
new trees to grow.  We are in danger of using trees 
more quickly than they can grow. 

Another problem is that metal and wood go into 
landfills instead of being reused and recycled.  This is 
something we all have the power to change.  

Natural resources facts

Two billion newspapers 
are recycled in Australia 
each year.

Each person in the 
Australia makes  
about 2 kilograms  
of rubbish each day.

About 17 million 
steel cans are 
recycled in Australia 
each week.

In one year,  
90 per cent of 
appliances were 
recycled in the  
United States.

Each year, about 
1.85 million cars 
are recycled in the 
United Kingdom.

Each person in the 
United States uses 
about 21,320 kilograms 
of newly mined natural 
resources each year.

Aquariums:  
protecting marine 
animals

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine 

Science Centre researches whales, 

porpoises and dolphins.  Learning 

more about these animals will 

help to protect them.

The Waikiki Aquarium is 

conducting research into monk 

seals, which are the only seals 

to live near the tropics.  They 

are one of the most endangered 

marine animals in the world.

The Seattle Aquarium is 

researching the six-gill shark.  

Studying six-gill sharks may save 

this species and other shark 

species from extinction.

At Monterey Bay Aquarium, 

scientists are studying southern 

sea otters.  Southern sea otters 

are endangered.  Scientists are 

trying to find out why.

Staff at aquariums work with scientists to research 

particular marine animals or habitats.  Often the 

research is about animals living in water near the 

aquarium.

This research provides scientists and others with 

information about the ocean and marine animals.   

It also helps people understand how some human 

behaviour can affect the way animals live.

Tropical rainforests are amazing places.  
Many people, animals and plants need 
rainforests to survive.  But people have 
destroyed more than half of the rainforests 
in the world.  Rainforests are endangered.  
People destroy rainforests to clear land for 
farming or for building new roads and houses.  
They also cut down rainforest trees for timber.

For thousands of years, small groups of people 
have lived in rainforests.  These people take 
what they need from the rainforest without 
destroying it.  When a rainforest is destroyed, 
the people who live there have to change their 
way of life.

The animals and plants in rainforests depend 
on each other for survival.  Rainforest animals 
need plants for food and shelter.  Many plants 
need insects to pollinate their flowers.  They 
need animals to spread their seeds.

Some insects can live in only one kind of  
tree.  If this type of tree is destroyed, the 
insects have nowhere to live.  Some birds  
can eat only one kind of insect.  If these 
insects die, the birds that eat them will not 
survive either.

More than half of the reptiles, insects, 
mammals and birds in the world live in 
rainforests.  More kinds of plants grow in 
rainforests than anywhere else in the world.  
Many rainforest plants and animals cannot 
be found anywhere else.  

When rainforests are destroyed or polluted, 
rainforest animals lose their food and shelter.  
As the rainforests disappear, these animals 
also disappear.

Rainforest trees help to stop soil from  
washing away.  The leaves and branches  
of rainforest trees take in the rain.  Their  
roots hold the soil together.  Rainforests help 
to control the Earth’s temperature. 

If people continue to destroy rainforests, 
the temperature of the Earth will change.  
Rainforests cannot be replaced.  Once they 
have been destroyed, they are gone forever. 
The plants and animals disappear forever,  
too.  We must save the rainforests now.

Save the  
rainforests!

Text: Save the rainforests!
Text type: Argument
Reading level: 20
Concept: Protecting our world
Text from: Saving Rainforests 
(AlphaExplore series)

Text: Aquariums: protecting 
marine animals
Text type: Report
Reading level: 23
Concept: Protecting our world
Text from: Do We Need 
Aquariums? 
(AlphaExplore series)

Text: What happens to our natural 
resources?
Text type: Argument
Reading level: 25
Concept: Protecting our world
Text from: Don’t Throw it Away! 
(AlphaExplore series)

When we summarise, we: 

 • Think about and � gure out the main 
ideas the author is presenting in the 
text; 

 • Put these ideas together to make a 
summary.

De� nition of strategy

We are learning to summarise 
as we read to help us understand 
the text. 

We will be successful when we can:

 • Figure out the main ideas and the 
most important information; 

 • Record the main ideas; 

 • Combine the main ideas into a 
written, spoken or visual summary 
of what we have read.

Learning goals

 • Explorations Strategies for 
Comprehension for informative 
texts Module 2 digital version

 • Summarising Supported 
practice card 

 • Summarising Independent 
practice cards

 • Summarising Graphic Organiser*

 • Summarising Self-assessment sheet*

 • Summarising Vocabulary activities*

 • Summarising Follow-up activities*

 * Printable versions available
on Module 2 disc

Resources

Minimum 
distances  
to keep from 
animals

Emperor penguin 
colonies 30 m 150 m 250 m

Other penguin 
colonies 15 m 150 m 250 m

Seals 
and pups 15 m 150 m 250 m

Penguins on sea ice 
and adult seals 5 m 150 m 250 m

South polar 
skua on nest 5 m 150 m 250 m

Protecting Antarctica
Antarctica is a fragile environment  

that must be protected.

People in Antarctica produce over 

2,000 tonnes of waste each year,  

which must be removed from Antarctica 

by ship.  Ships are prohibited from 

putting noxious substances,  

untreated sewage and all other  

rubbish in the ocean.  All workers and 

visitors are responsible for obeying  

the waste disposal rules.

Visitors are also responsible for obeying 

rules that ensure that animals are not 

disturbed or frightened.  Visitors must 

keep the minimum distances when 

approaching animals.

By obeying these rules, people can  

help to protect Antarctica, which is  

the world’s last true wilderness area. 

Did you 
know?

Under strict international 

conservation laws and 

agreements, tourists can 

only land at selected 

locations in Antarctica 

for a few hours at a time. 

They have to spend most 

of their time on their ship.

Quad/ 
skidoo

Tracked 
vehicles

People on 
foot or skis

Summarising Model the strategy
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Summarising
Supported practice2

Set the focus for reading. Say: Read the next paragraph to � nd out about the animals at the park.
Have the students read this section to themselves.  

Practise using the Summarising strategy

Say: Think about what you have read.

Ask: What have you learned about the animals at the park? What is the main idea?

With their partners, have the students discuss and add to their Summarising Graphic 
Organisers. 

With their partners, have the students choose one of the following words from the 
text to complete either the digital version or the printable version of the vocabulary 
activity: amazing, extinct, hunted, preserving, rediscovered.

Summarising
Independent practice3

Save the rainforests!
Text type: Argument
Reading level: 20
Concept: Protecting our world

Aquariums: protecting marine animals 
Text type: Report
Reading level: 23
Concept: Protecting our world

What happens to our natural resources?
Text type: Argument
Reading level: 25
Concept: Protecting our world

Direct the students to the text introduction on the front of their cards. Either read 
the introduction to the students or have them read to themselves.

Say: Save the rainforests! is an argument about why tropical rainforests need to be saved. 
What do you already know about rainforests?

Ask the students to open the cards and to read the title and look at the pictures.

Direct the students to the highlighted words (destroyed, endangered, mammals, pollinate, 
rainforests, reptiles, temperature, tropical).

Say: Think about each highlighted word. Ask yourself these questions: Do I know what this word 
means? Have I seen or heard this word being used? Is there any part of this word that I know?

Show the students the Know your vocabulary section on the back of the card.  
Say: If you need to, you can use this to check your understanding of each word.

Say: Read the paragraphs in order. After you have read each section, ask yourself the questions in 
the box and � ll in your Graphic Organiser.

Say: When you have � nished reading the text, � ll in your Self-assessment sheet.

Summarising
Independent practice3

Aquariums: protecting marine animals 

Direct the students to the highlighted words (aquariums, endangered, extinction, habitats, 
marine, species, tropics).

Say: Think about each highlighted word. Ask yourself these questions: Do I know what this word 
means? Have I seen or heard this word being used? Is there any part of this word that I know?

Show the students the Know your vocabulary section on the back of the card.  
Say: If you need to, you can use this to check your understanding of each word.

Say: Read the paragraphs in order. After you have read each section, ask yourself the questions in 
the box and � ll in your Graphic Organiser.

Say: When you have � nished reading the text, � ll in your Self-assessment sheet. 

What happens to our natural resources?

Direct the students to the highlighted words (land� lls, metal, natural resources, recycled, 
replenished).

Say: Think about each highlighted word. Ask yourself these questions: Do I know what this word 
means? Have I seen or heard this word being used? Is there any part of this word that I know?

Show the students the Know your vocabulary section on the back of the card.  
Say: If you need to, you can use this to check your understanding of each word.

Say: Read the paragraphs in order. After you have read each section, ask yourself the questions in 
the box and � ll in your Graphic Organiser.

Say: When you have � nished reading the text, � ll in your Self-assessment sheet.

Summarising Lesson Plans

Set the focus for reading. Say: Read this section to � nd out about elephants at the park.
Have the students read this section to themselves.

Practise using the Summarising strategy

Say: Think about what you have read.

Ask: What have you learned about elephants at the park? What is the main idea?

With their partners, have the students discuss and add to their Summarising Graphic 
Organisers. 

Set the focus for reading. Say: Read this section to � nd out about a type of ancient � sh.
Have the students read this section to themselves. 

Practise using the Summarising strategy

Say: Think about what you have read.

Ask: What is the main idea in this paragraph?

With their partners, have the students discuss and add to their Summarising 
Graphic Organisers.

Explain to the students that they now need to summarise the whole text.
Say: Now that we have read the whole text, let’s combine the main ideas into a summary about 
protecting animals at Greater St Lucia Wetland Park. 

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

1 Model the 
strategy

2 Supported 
practice

3 Independent 
practice

Read the text: paragraph 3 

Read the text: Protecting elephants

Read the text: Ancient � sh 

Know your vocabulary
Know your vocabulary

Read the text
Read the text

Self-assessment

Self-assessment

Vocabulary activity

Revisit the strategy: Summarising
Before the lesson, revisit the self-assessment tasks completed at the end of the Model 
and Supported practice lessons and refer to any notes you made in response to 
students’ self-assessments.

Revisit the comprehension strategy with your students. Refer to the de� nition of the 
strategy on the digital version or on the front of the Independent practice card.

Revisit the learning goals for this strategy. Refer to the learning goals on the digital 
version or on the front of the Independent practice card. Check that all students 
understand the goals of this lesson.

Say: Today, we are going to continue learning about summarising as we read. You will be practising 
by yourselves.

Give each student an appropriately levelled Independent practice card. 

If any students have dif� culty working independently, support them by using 
the following Lesson Plans. If a further level of support is needed, work with the 
students using the digital versions of these Lesson Plans.

Activate prior knowledge

Activate prior knowledge

Direct the students to the text introduction on the front of their cards. Either read 
the introduction to the students or have them read to themselves.

Say: Aquariums: protecting marine animals is a report on research about marine animals 
living near different aquariums. What do you already know about marine animals?

Ask the students to open the cards and to read the title and look at the pictures.

Know your vocabulary

Read the text

Self-assessment

Activate prior knowledge

Direct the students to the text introduction on the front of their cards. Either read 
the introduction to the students or have them read to themselves.

Say: What happens to our natural resources? is an argument about saving our natural 
resources. What do you already know about natural resources?

Ask the students to open the cards and to read the title and look at the pictures.

Ask: What have we learned about protecting animals at Greater St Lucia Wetland Park? (content)
Focus the discussion on what is special about Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.

Ask: What have we learned about protecting our world? (concept)
Focus the discussion on how parks protect animals all over the world. 

Ask: What have we learned about the Summarising strategy? (strategy)
Refer the students to the learning goals on the digital version or on the front of these 
Lesson Plans. 

Save the rainforests! 

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text
Think 
about

Think about what you 
have read.

• What have you 
learned about the 
animals at the park?

• What is the main 
idea?

Record...

Read the next paragraph to find out about the animals at the park.

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is home to a lot of 

different animals, including many species of fish and 

more than 500 species of birds.  A range of animals, 

such as bison, deer, hippopotamuses, rhinoceroses, 

turtles, kudus, zebras and buffaloes, live there.  There 

are some extremely rare animals at the park.  Before 

they were found at Greater St Lucia, some of these 

animals were thought to be almost extinct.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Self-assessment...

Discuss and reflect
Read 

Learning  
goals

What have we learned about protecting animals at Greater St Lucia Wetland Park?

Let’s think about what is special about Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.

What have we learned about protecting our world?

Let’s think about how parks protect animals all over the world.

What have we learned about the Summarising strategy?

Let’s go back to the Learning goals.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityDiscuss and reflect

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Example

Vocabulary activity

Word Part of speech Word building

1. Choose one of the following words:

amazing     extinct     hunted     preserving     rediscovered

2. Write the word in the Word column. 

3. Record which part of speech the word is (verb, adverb, noun, pronoun or adjective). 

4. Use this word to make other words.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityVocabulary activity

Summarising Self-assessment 

Name: 

I am learning to summarise to help me understand what I read.
What to do: Think about how you are going. Tick, draw or write in the matching box next to each sentence.

One thing I learned about the Summarising strategy is 

Working with the teacher Working with a partner Working by myself

Just starting Getting there Got it! Just starting Getting there Got it! Just starting Getting there Got it!

I can think about what  
I am reading.

I can figure out the 
main ideas and  
the most important  
information.

I can record the  
main ideas.

I can combine the  
main ideas into a 
written, spoken or 
visual summary of  
what I have read.
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Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

What happens 
to our natural 
resources?
The world has a limited amount of natural resources 
such as wood, metal and oil.  A resource such as metal 
is never replenished.  Once we have mined all the 
metal, there will be no new metal left in the ground.

Some natural resources can be replenished but it 
takes a very long time.  Trees are like this.  They take 
a short time to cut down, but it takes many years for 
new trees to grow.  We are in danger of using trees 
more quickly than they can grow. 

Another problem is that metal and wood go into 
landfills instead of being reused and recycled.  This is 
something we all have the power to change.  

Natural resources facts

Two billion newspapers 
are recycled in Australia 
each year.

Each person in the 
Australia makes  
about 2 kilograms  
of rubbish each day.

About 17 million 
steel cans are 
recycled in Australia 
each week.

In one year,  
90 per cent of 
appliances were 
recycled in the  
United States.

Each year, about 
1.85 million cars 
are recycled in the 
United Kingdom.

Each person in the 
United States uses 
about 21,300 kilograms 
of newly mined natural 
resources each year.

1.  What is the 
main idea in this 
paragraph?

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

2.  What is the 
main idea in these 
paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

3.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far? 

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

4.  What is the 
main idea in this 
table? 

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser 
and write a 
summary of the 
whole text in the 
second section 
of your Graphic 
Organiser.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.
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Aquariums:  
protecting marine 
animals

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine 

Science Centre researches whales, 

porpoises and dolphins.  Learning 

more about these animals will 

help to protect them.

The Waikiki Aquarium is 

conducting research into monk 

seals, which are the only seals 

to live near the tropics.  They 

are one of the most endangered 

marine animals in the world.

The Seattle Aquarium is 

researching the six-gill shark.  

Studying six-gill sharks may save 

this species and other shark 

species from extinction.

At Monterey Bay Aquarium, 

scientists are studying southern 

sea otters.  Southern sea otters 

are endangered.  Scientists are 

trying to find out why.

Staff at aquariums work with scientists to research 

particular marine animals or habitats.  Often the 

research is about animals living in water near the 

aquarium.

This research provides scientists and others with 

information about the ocean and marine animals.   

It also helps people understand how some human 

behaviour can affect the way animals live.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.

1.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs? 

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

2.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far?

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

3.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

4.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser 
and write a 
summary of the 
whole text in the 
second section 
of your Graphic 
Organiser.
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Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

Aquariums: 
protecting marine 
animals

Know your vocabulary
aquariums  Aquariums are zoos for animals that live 
in the ocean. Animals in aquariums live in large tanks 
filled with water and underwater plants. 

endangered  Animals or plants that are endangered 
are at risk of dying out. There are not many of these 
types of animals or plants left. For example, some types 
of whales, sea turtles and sharks are endangered. 

extinction  Extinction is when all of one type of 
animal dies and there is none left in the world. For 
example, all of the dinosaurs in the world have died. 
They are extinct.

habitats  The place where an animal or plant lives is 
its habitat. For example, the habitat of many animals, 
including dolphins, turtles and jellyfish, is the ocean. 

marine  The word marine means anything to do with 
the ocean. For example, a marine animal is an animal 
that lives in the ocean.

species  Animals are grouped according to how similar 
they are. A species is a group of animals that are the 
same in just about every way. For example, turtles are 
a species of animal.

tropics  The tropics are areas of land that are close 
to the equator, which is an imaginary line around the 
centre of the Earth. The equator is the closest part 
of the Earth to the sun, so in the tropics it is usually 
warm all year.

an aquarium 

an endangered sea turtle

Dinosaurs were not saved 
from extinction.

a shark in its ocean habitat

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

Know your vocabulary
landfills  Landfills are places where garbage is put and 
then buried. Landfills can also be called tips.

metal  Gold, silver and iron are all types of metals. 
Metal can be used by people to make things. Metal is 
hard and can melt when heated. Many types of metals 
are found underground. 

natural resources  A resource is something that can 
be used. A natural resource is a resource that is found 
in nature. Examples of natural resources are trees, coal 
and gold. 

recycled  If something is recycled, then the material 
it is made out of is used to make something else. For 
example, the metal from an old car could be used to 
make a refrigerator.

replenished  If something is replenished, it is refilled 
with the same thing. For example, if a fruit bowl was 
replenished when some of the fruit was eaten, it would 
be refilled with more fruit. 

a landfill

gold: a precious metal

Trees are natural resources.

a fridge made out of recycled materials
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Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

What happens 
to our natural 
resources?

Strategy

What to do:

1 Open your card, read the 
title and look at the pictures.

2 Read the text in order. 
After you have read each part 
of the text, ask yourself the 
questions in the box and then 

Summarising
Working by yourself

Aquariums: 
protecting marine 
animals

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine 

Science Centre researches whales, 

porpoises and dolphins.  Learning 

more about these animals will 

help to protect them.

The Waikiki Aquarium is 

conducting research into monk 

seals, which are the only seals 

to live near the tropics.  They 

are one of the most endangered 

marine animals in the world.

The Seattle Aquarium is 

researching the six-gill shark.  

Studying six-gill sharks may save 

this species and other shark 

species from extinction.

At Monterey Bay Aquarium, 

scientists are studying southern 

sea otters.  Southern sea otters 

are endangered.  Scientists are 

trying to find out why.

Staff at aquariums work with scientists to research 

particular marine animals or habitats.  Often the 

research is about animals living in water near the 

aquarium.

This research provides scientists and others with 

information about the ocean and marine animals.  

It also helps people understand how some human 

behaviour can affect the way animals live.

Aquariums: protecting marine animals is 
a report on research about marine animals 
living near different aquariums. What do 
you already know about marine animals?

Aquariums: protecting marine animals

Learning goals
I am learning to summarise as I read to help me 
understand the text. I will be successful when I can:

 ★ Figure out the main ideas and the most important 
information;

 ★ Record the main ideas; 
 ★ Combine the main ideas into a written, spoken or 

visual summary of what I have read.

When I am summarising, I:
 ★ Think about and figure out the main ideas 

the author is presenting in the text; 
 ★ Put these ideas together to make a summary.

Strategy

Learning goals
I am learning to summarise as I read to help me 
understand the text. I will be successful when I can:

 ★ Figure out the main ideas and the most important 
information;

 ★ Record the main ideas; 
 ★ Combine the main ideas into a written, spoken or 

visual summary of what I have read.

When I am summarising, I:
 ★ Think about and figure out the main ideas 

the author is presenting in the text; 
 ★ Put these ideas together to make a summary.

Summarising
Working by yourself

What to do:

1 Open your card, read the 
title and look at the pictures.

2 Read the text in order. 
After you have read each part 

What happens 
to our natural 
resources?
The world has a limited amount of natural resources
such as wood, metal and oil.  A resource such as metal 
is never replenished.  Once we have mined all the 
metal, there will be no new metal left in the ground.

Some natural resources can be replenished but it 
takes a very long time.  Trees are like this.  They take 
a short time to cut down, but it takes many years for 
new trees to grow.  We are in danger of using trees 
more quickly than they can grow. 

Another problem is that metal and wood go into Another problem is that metal and wood go into 
landfills instead of being reused and recycled.  This is 
something we all have the power to change.  something we all have the power to change.  

Natural resources facts

Two billion newspapers 
are recycled in Australia 
each year.

Each person in the 
Australia makes 
about 2 kilograms 
of rubbish each day.

About 17 million About 17 million About 17 million 
steel cans are 
recycled in Australia recycled in Australia recycled in Australia 
each week.

In one year, 
90 per cent of 
appliances were 
recycled in the 
United States.

Each year, about 
1.85 million cars 
are recycled in the 
United Kingdom.

Each person in the 
United States uses 
about 21,320 kilograms 
of newly mined natural 
resources each year.

What happens to our natural resources?
is an argument about saving our natural 
resources. What do you already know 
about natural resources?

What happens to our natural resources?

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2
© 2013–2016 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. Published by Eleanor Curtain Publishing.

Discuss and re� ect

Self-assessment: Summarising

Have the students add to their individual Self-assessment sheets.

Ask students if there was anything in the lesson they thought was dif� cult. Make notes 
about student feedback and your own assessment for individual or group follow-up.

Provide feedback to your students. Tell them what they have done well, what they 
need to work on next and what you saw them learning as they applied the strategy.

Reading level: 20 

Reading level: 23 

Reading level: 25 

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text

Read this section to find out about elephants at the park.

Think 
about

Think about what you 
have read.

• What have you 
learned about 
elephants at the 
park?

• What is the main 
idea?

Record...

Protecting elephants

The last elephants in this region were killed by

hunters 85 years ago.  But people have worked

hard to bring elephants from nearby parks to start 

new herds in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  At

first the elephants were put into a small pen to let 

them get used to their new home.  Then they were 

freed into the wider park.  Since then, the elephants 

have made themselves at home.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text

Read this section to find out about a type of ancient fish.

Think 
about

Think about what you 
have read.

• What is the 
main idea in 
this paragraph?

Record...

Ancient fish

An ancient fish called the coelacanth has been found 

in a submarine canyon in this park.  These fish, 

once thought to have been extinct for 65 million 

years, were rediscovered in 1938.  But no one 

knew until recently that they were alive and well 

in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts is closely linked to the Australian and New Zealand English curriculums.

Levelled texts

Tropical rainforests are amazing places.  
Many people, animals and plants need 
rainforests to survive.  But people have 
destroyed more than half of the rainforests 
in the world.  Rainforests are endangered.  
People destroy rainforests to clear land for 
farming or for building new roads and houses.  
They also cut down rainforest trees for timber.

For thousands of years, small groups of people 
have lived in rainforests.  These people take 
what they need from the rainforest without 
destroying it.  When a rainforest is destroyed, 
the people who live there have to change their 
way of life.

The animals and plants in rainforests depend 
on each other for survival.  Rainforest animals 
need plants for food and shelter.  Many plants 
need insects to pollinate their flowers.  They 
need animals to spread their seeds.

Some insects can live in only one kind of  
tree.  If this type of tree is destroyed, the 
insects have nowhere to live.  Some birds  
can eat only one kind of insect.  If these 
insects die, the birds that eat them will not 
survive either.

More than half of the reptiles, insects, 
mammals and birds in the world live in 
rainforests.  More kinds of plants grow in 
rainforests than anywhere else in the world.  
Many rainforest plants and animals cannot 
be found anywhere else.  

When rainforests are destroyed or polluted, 
rainforest animals lose their food and shelter.  
As the rainforests disappear, these animals 
also disappear.

Rainforest trees help to stop soil from  
washing away.  The leaves and branches  
of rainforest trees take in the rain.  Their  
roots hold the soil together.  Rainforests help 
to control the Earth’s temperature. 

If people continue to destroy rainforests, 
the temperature of the Earth will change.  
Rainforests cannot be replaced.  Once they 
have been destroyed, they are gone forever. 
The plants and animals disappear forever,  
too.  We must save the rainforests now.

Save the  
rainforests!

2.  What is the main idea 
in these paragraphs?

Add to the first section of 
your Graphic Organiser.

5.  What is the main idea in these paragraphs?

Add to the first section of your Graphic 
Organiser and write a summary of the whole 
text in the second section of your Graphic 
Organiser.

1.  What is the 
main idea in this 
paragraph?

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

3.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far? 

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

4.  What is the 
main idea in these 
paragraphs? 

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.
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Save the rainforests! is an argument Save the rainforests! is an argument Save the rainforests!
about why tropical rainforests need to 
be saved. What do you already know 
about rainforests?

Strategy

You will need the Summarising:

•	Graphic Organiser

•	Self-assessment sheet

What to do:

1 Open your card, read the 
title and look at the pictures.

2 Read the text in order. 
After you have read each part 
of the text, ask yourself the 
questions in the box and then 
fill in your Graphic Organiser.

3 When you have finished, fill 
in your Self-assessment sheet.

Summarising
Working by yourself

Tropical rainforests are amazing places.  
Many people, animals and plants need 
rainforests to survive.  But people have 
destroyed more than half of the rainforests 
in the world.  Rainforests are endangered.  
People destroy rainforests to clear land for 
farming or for building new roads and houses. 
They also cut down rainforest trees for timber.

For thousands of years, small groups of people 
have lived in rainforests.  These people take 
what they need from the rainforest without 
destroying it.  When a rainforest is destroyed, 
the people who live there have to change their 
way of life.

The animals and plants in rainforests depend 
on each other for survival.  Rainforest animals 
need plants for food and shelter.  Many plants 
need insects to pollinate their flowers.  They 
need animals to spread their seeds.

Some insects can live in only one kind of 
tree.  If this type of tree is destroyed, the 
insects have nowhere to live.  Some birds 
can eat only one kind of insect.  If these 
insects die, the birds that eat them will not 
survive either.

More than half of the reptiles, insects, 
mammals and birds in the world live in 
rainforests.  More kinds of plants grow in 
rainforests than anywhere else in the world.  
Many rainforest plants and animals cannot 
be found anywhere else.  

When rainforests are destroyed or polluted, 
rainforest animals lose their food and shelter.  
As the rainforests disappear, these animals 
also disappear.

Rainforest trees help to stop soil from 
washing away.  The leaves and branches 
of rainforest trees take in the rain.  Their 
roots hold the soil together.  Rainforests help 
to control the Earth’s temperature. 

If people continue to destroy rainforests, 
the temperature of the Earth will change.  
Rainforests cannot be replaced.  Once they 
have been destroyed, they are gone forever. 
The plants and animals disappear forever, 
too.  We must save the rainforests now.

Save the 
rainforests!

Save the rainforests!

Learning goalsLearning goalsLearning goals
I am learning to summarise as I read to help me 
understand the text. I will be successful when I can:

 ★ Figure out the main ideas and the most important 
information;

 ★ Record the main ideas; 
 ★ Combine the main ideas into a written, spoken or 

visual summary of what I have read.

When I am summarising, I:
 ★ Think about and figure out the main ideas 

the author is presenting in the text; 
 ★ Put these ideas together to make a summary.

Name: 

Summarising Graphic Organiser

Title:

What are the main ideas in this text?

Save the 
rainforests!

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★
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Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

Know your vocabulary
destroyed  If something is destroyed, it is ruined and 
cannot be fixed.

endangered  Animals or plants that are endangered 
are at risk of dying out. There are not many of these 
types of plants or animals left. For example, orangutans 
are endangered animals. There are not many of them 
alive anymore. 

mammals  Mammals are a group of animals. Most 
mammals give birth to live young, are warm-blooded, 
feed milk to their young and have hair. Humans, lions 
and zebras are examples of mammals. 

pollinate  Pollen looks like powder. It is found inside 
flowers. Birds and insects move pollen from one flower 
to another. They pollinate flowers, which helps more 
plants to grow. 

rainforests  Rainforests are large areas of land where 
trees and plants grow close together. They grow where 
it rains a lot. Very little sunlight reaches the bottom of 
the rainforest. Plants grow tall so that their leaves can 
reach the sunlight. 

reptiles  Reptiles are a group of animals that have scales reptiles  Reptiles are a group of animals that have scales reptiles
and are cold-blooded. Most reptiles lay eggs. Animals 
such as lizards, snakes and crocodiles are reptiles. 

temperature  The temperature of something tells us how 
hot or how cold it is. The temperature of a healthy person 
is about 37 degrees Celsius.

tropical  Tropical areas are hot, wet places that are 
close to the equator, which is an imaginary line around 
the centre of the Earth. The equator is the closest part 
of the Earth to the sun, so in tropical areas it is usually 
warm all year.

a house destroyed by fire

orangutans: endangered animals

Leopards are mammals.

Bees pollinate flowers.

Tropical rainforests are amazing places.  
Many people, animals and plants need 
rainforests to survive.  But people have 
destroyed more than half of the rainforests 
in the world.  Rainforests are endangered.  
People destroy rainforests to clear land for 
farming or for building new roads and houses.  
They also cut down rainforest trees for timber.

For thousands of years, small groups of people 
have lived in rainforests.  These people take 
what they need from the rainforest without 
destroying it.  When a rainforest is destroyed, 
the people who live there have to change their 
way of life.

The animals and plants in rainforests depend 
on each other for survival.  Rainforest animals 
need plants for food and shelter.  Many plants 
need insects to pollinate their flowers.  They 
need animals to spread their seeds.

Some insects can live in only one kind of  
tree.  If this type of tree is destroyed, the 
insects have nowhere to live.  Some birds  
can eat only one kind of insect.  If these 
insects die, the birds that eat them will not 
survive either.

More than half of the reptiles, insects, 
mammals and birds in the world live in 
rainforests.  More kinds of plants grow in 
rainforests than anywhere else in the world.  
Many rainforest plants and animals cannot 
be found anywhere else.  

When rainforests are destroyed or polluted, 
rainforest animals lose their food and shelter.  
As the rainforests disappear, these animals 
also disappear.

Rainforest trees help to stop soil from  
washing away.  The leaves and branches  
of rainforest trees take in the rain.  Their  
roots hold the soil together.  Rainforests help 
to control the Earth’s temperature. 

If people continue to destroy rainforests, 
the temperature of the Earth will change.  
Rainforests cannot be replaced.  Once they 
have been destroyed, they are gone forever. 
The plants and animals disappear forever,  
too.  We must save the rainforests now.

Save the  
rainforests!

2.  What is the main idea 
in these paragraphs?

Add to the first section of 
your Graphic Organiser.

5.  What is the main idea in these paragraphs?

Add to the first section of your Graphic 
Organiser and write a summary of the whole 
text in the second section of your Graphic 
Organiser.

1.  What is the 
main idea in this 
paragraph?

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

3.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far? 

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

4.  What is the 
main idea in these 
paragraphs? 

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.
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Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising

Definition of strategy: Summarising

When we summarise, we: 

• Think about and figure out the main ideas the author 
is presenting in the text;

• Put these ideas together to make a summary.

Learning goalsLesson Plan menu Strategy

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising

Learning goals: Summarising

We are learning to summarise as we read to help us understand the text.

We will be successful when we can:

• Figure out the main ideas and the most important information;

• Record the main ideas;

• Combine the main ideas into a written, spoken or visual summary 
of what we have read.

StrategyLesson Plan menu Learning goals

What happens 
to our natural 
resources?
The world has a limited amount of natural resources 
such as wood, metal and oil.  A resource such as metal 
is never replenished.  Once we have mined all the 
metal, there will be no new metal left in the ground.

Some natural resources can be replenished but it 
takes a very long time.  Trees are like this.  They take 
a short time to cut down, but it takes many years for 
new trees to grow.  We are in danger of using trees 
more quickly than they can grow. 

Another problem is that metal and wood go into 
landfills instead of being reused and recycled.  This is 
something we all have the power to change.  

Natural resources facts

Two billion newspapers 
are recycled in Australia 
each year.

Each person in the 
Australia makes  
about 2 kilograms  
of rubbish each day.

About 17 million 
steel cans are 
recycled in Australia 
each week.

In one year,  
90 per cent of 
appliances were 
recycled in the  
United States.

Each year, about 
1.85 million cars 
are recycled in the 
United Kingdom.

Each person in the 
United States uses 
about 21,300 kilograms 
of newly mined natural 
resources each year.

1.  What is the 
main idea in this 
paragraph?

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

2.  What is the 
main idea in these 
paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

3.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far? 

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

4.  What is the 
main idea in this 
table? 

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser 
and write a 
summary of the 
whole text in the 
second section 
of your Graphic 
Organiser.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.
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Aquariums:  
protecting marine 
animals

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine 

Science Centre researches whales, 

porpoises and dolphins.  Learning 

more about these animals will 

help to protect them.

The Waikiki Aquarium is 

conducting research into monk 

seals, which are the only seals 

to live near the tropics.  They 

are one of the most endangered 

marine animals in the world.

The Seattle Aquarium is 

researching the six-gill shark.  

Studying six-gill sharks may save 

this species and other shark 

species from extinction.

At Monterey Bay Aquarium, 

scientists are studying southern 

sea otters.  Southern sea otters 

are endangered.  Scientists are 

trying to find out why.

Staff at aquariums work with scientists to research 

particular marine animals or habitats.  Often the 

research is about animals living in water near the 

aquarium.

This research provides scientists and others with 

information about the ocean and marine animals.   

It also helps people understand how some human 

behaviour can affect the way animals live.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.

1.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs? 

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

2.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far?

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

3.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

4.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser 
and write a 
summary of the 
whole text in the 
second section 
of your Graphic 
Organiser.
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1 Summarising
Model the strategy1 Summarising

Model the strategy 1 Summarising
Model the strategy

Explain what the strategy is called and what “good” readers do when they use 
this strategy. 

Say: When readers summarise, they identify the main points and ideas the author is making. 
Good readers choose the most important ideas based on the purpose the material was written 
for. They consider the text structure, the vocabulary used and the overall theme of the text to 
help them summarise. They read to � nd the main idea and supporting details. Summarising 
requires active thinking by students as they read. Summarised information can be presented in a 
range of ways: through key words and diagrams, through brief points or in the reader’s own words 
(paraphrasing). 

Refer to the de� nition of the strategy on the digital version or on the front of these 
Lesson Plans. Allow the students the opportunity to discuss the strategy and to ask 
questions to clarify their understanding of the strategy. 

Protecting Antarctica
Text type: Report
Reading level: 23
Concept: Protecting our world

Getting ready to read: Summarising
Explain to the students that you will need to � gure out the most important ideas in 
the text as you read.

Show the students the Summarising Graphic Organiser on the digital version. 

Say: As l read l will be asking myself: Do I understand what the author is saying? What am 
I learning? What is the main idea?

Then I will write my responses on the Graphic Organiser.

Set the focus for reading. Say: Listen as I read paragraphs 1 and 2 to � nd out about waste 
in Antarctica.

Read the text aloud to the students.

Teacher think aloud: Model the strategy

Say: I read that people in Antarctica produce over 2,000 tonnes of waste each year. I learned that 
all waste has to be taken away from Antarctica by ship. I think the main idea is that Antarctica is 
at risk because of the waste that people produce.

Now I will record on the Graphic Organiser.

Summarising
Supported practice2

Before the lesson, revisit the self-assessment task completed at the end of the Model 
lesson and refer to any notes you made in response to students’ self-assessments.

Revisit the comprehension strategy with your students. Refer to the de� nition of the 
strategy on the digital version or on the front of these Lesson Plans.

Revisit the learning goals for this strategy. Refer to the learning goals on the digital 
version or on the front of these Lesson Plans. Check that all students understand the 
goals of this lesson.

Say: Today we will continue to learn about the comprehension strategy Summarising. You will be 
practising with partners. 

Give each pair of students a Supported practice card for the text: Greater St Lucia 
Wetland Park.

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park
Text type: Report
Reading level: 23
Concept: Protecting our world

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

Introduce the strategy: Summarising

Share the learning goals with the students, checking that they understand each goal. 
Refer to the learning goals on the digital version or on the front of these Lesson Plans. 
Discussion should clarify and add to what students understand about their use of 
the Summarising comprehension strategy.

Learning goals: Summarising

Read the text: paragraphs 1 and 2 Revisit the strategy: Summarising

Read the text: paragraphs 1 and 2

Ask: What have we learned about the fragile environment of Antarctica? (content)
Focus the discussion on the impact people have on Antarctica.

Ask: What have we learned about protecting our world? (concept)
Focus the discussion on why we need to protect our world.

Ask: What have we learned about the Summarising strategy? (strategy)
Refer the students to the learning goals on the digital version or on the front of these 
Lesson Plans. Ask the students to think about and discuss how well they have achieved 
the task. 

Discuss and re� ect

Self-assessment: Summarising

Read the text again, then have the students complete one or both of the following 
activities, either independently, with a partner or using the digital version with 
your support.

Activity 1: Make a list of the rules you think tourists should be given before they 
visit Antarctica.

Activity 2: Write a photograph caption using the information from the table in the 
text to help you.

With the students, choose one of the following words from the text to complete 
either the digital version or the printable version of the vocabulary activity: minimum, 
waste disposal, wilderness.

Follow-up activities

Vocabulary activity

Set the focus for reading. Say: Listen as I read paragraphs 3 and 4 to � nd out about visitors 
to Antarctica. 

Read the text aloud to the students.

Teacher think aloud: Model the strategy

Say: When I read these paragraphs, I learned that visitors also have to protect Antarctica by not 
getting too close to the animals that live there. I think the main idea is that visitors can put the 
animals at risk just by being in Antarctica.

Now I will record on the Graphic Organiser.

Set the focus for reading. Say: Listen as I read the table that explains how far away people and 
vehicles have to keep from different types of animals.

Read the text aloud to the students.

Teacher think aloud: Model the strategy

I learned that people on foot or on skis are allowed to go closer to animals than vehicles are. I think 
the main idea is that vehicles have more impact on the environment.

Now I will record on the Graphic Organiser.

Read the text: paragraphs 3 and 4

Read the text: table 

Set the focus for reading. Say: Listen as I read these paragraphs to � nd out about a world 
heritage site called Greater St Lucia Wetland Park. 

Read the text aloud to the students. 

Practise using the Summarising strategy

Say: Think about what we have read. 

Ask: What have you learned about Greater St Lucia Wetland Park? Why is it such an amazing 
place? What is the main idea?

Give each student a Summarising Graphic Organiser. With their partners, have the 
students discuss and start to � ll in their Graphic Organisers. 

Minimum 
distances  
to keep from 
animals

Emperor penguin 
colonies 30 m 150 m 250 m

Other penguin 
colonies 15 m 150 m 250 m

Seals 
and pups 15 m 150 m 250 m

Penguins on sea ice 
and adult seals 5 m 150 m 250 m

South polar 
skua on nest 5 m 150 m 250 m

Protecting Antarctica
Antarctica is a fragile environment  

that must be protected.

People in Antarctica produce over 

2,000 tonnes of waste each year,  

which must be removed from Antarctica 

by ship.  Ships are prohibited from 

putting noxious substances,  

untreated sewage and all other  

rubbish in the ocean.  All workers and 

visitors are responsible for obeying  

the waste disposal rules.

Visitors are also responsible for obeying 

rules that ensure that animals are not 

disturbed or frightened.  Visitors must 

keep the minimum distances when 

approaching animals.

By obeying these rules, people can  

help to protect Antarctica, which is  

the world’s last true wilderness area. 

Did you 
know?

Under strict international 

conservation laws and 

agreements, tourists can 

only land at selected 

locations in Antarctica 

for a few hours at a time. 

They have to spend most 

of their time on their ship.

Quad/ 
skidoo

Tracked 
vehicles

People on 
foot or skis

Summarising Model the strategy
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Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising

Definition of strategy: Summarising

When we summarise, we: 

• Think about and figure out the main ideas the author 
is presenting in the text;

• Put these ideas together to make a summary.

Learning goalsLesson Plan menu Strategy

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising

Learning goals: Summarising

We are learning to summarise as we read to help us understand the text.

We will be successful when we can:

• Figure out the main ideas and the most important information;

• Record the main ideas;

• Combine the main ideas into a written, spoken or visual summary 
of what we have read.

StrategyLesson Plan menu Learning goals

Know your vocabulary 

On the digital version, � nd this list of vocabulary: conservation, fragile environment, 
minimum, noxious substances, prohibited, sewage, waste disposal.

Say: These are some of the words that are in the text I will be reading to you. Knowing what these 
words mean will help you understand the text.

Discuss each word with the students to � nd out their level of understanding.
Say: These are the sort of questions I will ask myself: Do I know what this word means? Have 
I seen or heard this word being used? Is there any part of this word that I know?

If students do not know that word, click the word on the digital version for an 
explanation of its usage in this text.

Say: Listen (and look at the picture) while I read the explanation. It will help you understand the word.

To revisit vocabulary words at any time you can return to the Know your vocabulary 
screen by clicking on the link in the menu bar.

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 1

Know your vocabulary

Getting ready to read...

These are the sort 
of questions I will ask 
myself:

• Do I know what this 
word means? 

• Have I seen or heard 
this word being used? 

• Is there any part of 
this word that I know? 

If I do not know a word, 
I will click on the word 
to check its meaning.

Think 
about

conservation

fragile environmentfragile environment

minimum

noxious substances

prohibited

sewagesewage

waste disposal

These are some of the words that are in the text I will be 
reading to you. Knowing what these words mean will help you 
understand the text.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Follow-up activities Vocabulary activityKnow your vocabulary

Activate prior knowledge

Say: Protecting Antarctica is a report about efforts to protect the environment in Antarctica. 
The � rst thing l do is ask myself: What do l already know about Antarctica?

Teacher think aloud

Say: Before I read, I look at the photographs and think about the title. I know that Antarctica is a 
very cold place and that not many people live there.

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 1

Activate prior knowledge

Teacher 
think aloud

Know your vocabulary...

Protecting Antarctica is a report about efforts to protect 
the environment in Antarctica. The first thing I do is ask 
myself: What do I already know about Antarctica?

250 m

250 m

250 m

250 m

250 m

Protecting Antarctica
Antarctica is a fragile environment 

that must be protected.

People in Antarctica produce over

2,000 tonnes of waste each year, 

which must be removed from Antarctica 

by ship.  Ships are prohibited from 

putting noxious substances, 

untreated sewage and all other 

rubbish in the ocean.  All workers and 

visitors are responsible for obeying 

the waste disposal rules.

Visitors are also responsible for obeying 

rules that ensure that animals are not 

disturbed or frightened.  Visitors must 

keep the minimum distances when 

approaching animals.

By obeying these rules, people can 

help to protect Antarctica, which is 

the world’s last true wilderness area. 

Did you
know?

Under strict international 

conservation laws and 

 tourists can 

only land at selected 

n Antarctica 

for a few hours at a time. 

They have to spend most 

of their time on their ship.

Tracked 
vehicles

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Follow-up activities Vocabulary activity
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Read the text

Record...

Teacher 
think aloud

Listen as I read to find out about waste in Antarctica.

Antarctica is a fragile environment 

that must be protected.

People in Antarctica produce over

2,000 tonnes of waste each year, 

which must be removed from Antarctica 

by ship.  Ships are prohibited from 

putting noxious substances, 

untreated sewage and all other 

rubbish in the ocean.  All workers and 

visitors are responsible for obeying 

the waste disposal rules.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Follow-up activities Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 1

Read the text

Listen as I read to find out about visitors to Antarctica.

Record...

Teacher 
think aloud

Visitors are also responsible for obeying 

rules that ensure that animals are not 

disturbed or frightened.  Visitors must 

keep the minimum distances when 

approaching animals.

By obeying these rules, people can 

help to protect Antarctica, which is 

the world’s last true wilderness area.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Follow-up activities Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 1

Discuss and reflect

Self-assessment...

Read 
Learning  

goals

What have we learned about the fragile environment of Antarctica? 

Let’s think about the impact people have on Antarctica.

What have we learned about protecting our world?

Let’s think about why we need to protect our world.

What have we learned about the Summarising strategy?

Let’s go back to the Learning goals.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Follow-up activities Vocabulary activityDiscuss and reflect

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 1

Follow-up activities
Read

Vocabulary activity...

I will read the text to you again. Then we’ll complete one or both of the 
following activities:

1.  Make a list of the rules you think tourists should be given before they  
visit Antarctica.

2.  Write a photograph caption using the information from the table in the  
text to help you. 

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Follow-up activities Vocabulary activityFollow-up activities

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 1

Vocabulary activity
Example

Word Dictionary definition Example

1. Choose one of the following words:

minimum     waste disposal     wilderness

2. Write the word in the Word column. 

3. Write a dictionary definition and an example of the word.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Follow-up activities Vocabulary activityVocabulary activity

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is home to a lot of 
different animals, including many species of fish and 
more than 500 species of birds.  A range of animals, 
such as bison, deer, hippopotamuses, rhinoceroses, 
turtles, kudus, zebras and buffaloes, live there.  There 
are some extremely rare animals at the park.  Before 
they were found at Greater St Lucia, some of these 
animals were thought to be almost extinct.

Protecting elephants

The last elephants in this region were killed by 
hunters 85 years ago.  But people have worked  
hard to bring elephants from nearby parks to start 
new herds in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  At 
first the elephants were put into a small pen to let 
them get used to their new home.  Then they were 
freed into the wider park.  Since then, the elephants 
have made themselves at home.

Ancient fish

An ancient fish called the coelacanth has been found 
in a submarine canyon in this park.  These fish,  
once thought to have been extinct for 65 million 
years, were rediscovered in 1938.  But no one  
knew until recently that they were alive and well  
in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  

Greater St Lucia 
Wetland Park

Some places become world heritage sites because they  
are home to a range of living things or they are places  
of exceptional natural beauty.  Preserving these sites  
is very important.

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is in South Africa.  The  
park is an amazing and unique place because so many  
different animals and plants live there.  The park is  
made up of wetlands, lakes, beaches and coral reefs, as  
well as forests, grasslands and savannah.  The animals  
and plants that live in Greater St Lucia are protected  
because the park is a world heritage site.

Working with a partnerSummarising Working with a partner
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Definition of strategy: Summarising

When we summarise, we: 

• Think about and figure out the main ideas the author 
is presenting in the text;

• Put these ideas together to make a summary.

Learning goalsLesson Plan menu Strategy

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text

Listen as I read to find out about a world heritage site called Greater 
St Lucia Wetland Park.

Some places become world heritage sites because they 

are home to a range of living things or they are places 

of exceptional natural beauty.  Preserving these sites 

is very important.  Read on...

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising

Learning goals: Summarising

We are learning to summarise as we read to help us understand the text.

We will be successful when we can:

• Figure out the main ideas and the most important information;

• Record the main ideas;

• Combine the main ideas into a written, spoken or visual summary 
of what we have read.

StrategyLesson Plan menu Learning goals

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Think 
about

Think about what we 
have read.

• What have you 
learned about 
Greater St Lucia 
Wetland Park?

• Why is it such an 
amazing place?

• What is the main 
idea?

Record...

Read the text

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is in South Africa.  The 

park is an amazing and unique place because so many 

different animals and plants live there.  The park is 

made up of wetlands, lakes, beaches and coral reefs, as 

well as forests, grasslands and savannah.  The animals 

and plants that live in Greater St Lucia are protected 

because the park is a world heritage site.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text

On the digital version, � nd this list of vocabulary: extinct, heritage, preserving, rare, 
savannah, species, submarine canyon, unique.

Say: These are some of the words that are in the text we will be reading together. Knowing what 
these words mean will help you understand the text.

Discuss each word with the students to � nd out their level of understanding.
Ask: Do you know what this word means? Have you seen or heard this word being used? Is there 
any part of this word that you know?

If students do not know that word, click the word on the digital version or refer the 
students to the back of the Supported practice card. Say: Listen (and look at the picture) 
while I read the explanation. It will help you understand the word.

Say: Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is a report about protecting animals at a wildlife park in 
South Africa. What do you already know about protecting animals in the wild?

Ask the students to work with a partner to discuss what they know about protecting 
animals in the wild.

Ask: What dangers do these animals face? How do wildlife parks protect animals?

Know your vocabulary 

Activate prior knowledge

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text...

Know your vocabulary
Think 
about

Think about each 
highlighted word.
• Do you know what 

this word means?  
• Have you seen or 

heard this word 
being used? 

• Is there any part 
of this word that 
you know?  

If you do not know 
a word, we will click 
on the word to check 
its meaning.

These are some of the words that are in the text we will be 
reading together. Knowing what these words mean will help 
you understand the text.

extinct

heritageheritage

preservingpreserving

rare

savannah

species

submarine canyonsubmarine canyon

unique

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityKnow your vocabulary

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Discuss...

Activate prior knowledge

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is a report about protecting Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is a report about protecting Greater St Lucia Wetland Park
animals at a wildlife park in South Africa. What do you 
already know about protecting animals in the wild?

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is home to a lot of 
different animals, including many species of fish and 
more than 500 species of birds.  A range of animals, 
such as bison, deer, hippopotamuses, rhinoceroses, 
turtles, kudus, zebras and buffaloes, live there.  There 
are some extremely rare animals at the park.  Before 
they were found at Greater St Lucia, some of these 
animals were thought to be almost extinct.

Protecting elephants

The last elephants in this region were killed by 
hunters 85 years ago.  But people have worked 
hard to bring elephants from nearby parks to start 
new herds in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  At 
first the elephants were put into a small pen to let 
them get used to their new home.  Then they were 
freed into the wider park.  Since then, the elephants 
have made themselves at home.

Ancient fish

An ancient fish called the coelacanth has been found 
in a submarine canyon in this park.  These fish, 
once thought to have been extinct for 65 million 
years, were rediscovered in 1938.  But no one 
knew until recently that they were alive and well 
in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  

Greater St Lucia 
Wetland Park

Some places become world heritage sites because they 
are home to a range of living things or they are places 
of exceptional natural beauty.  Preserving these sites 
is very important.

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is in South Africa.  The 
park is an amazing and unique place because so many 
different animals and plants live there.  The park is 
made up of wetlands, lakes, beaches and coral reefs, as 
well as forests, grasslands and savannah.  The animals 
and plants that live in Greater St Lucia are protected 
because the park is a world heritage site.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activity

Refer the students to the Self-assessment sheet on the digital version. Model how to 
complete the sheet. Give each student a Self-assessment sheet to � ll in.

Ask the students if there was anything in the lesson they thought was dif� cult. 
Make notes about student feedback and your own assessment for individual or 
group follow-up.

Provide feedback to your students. Tell them what they have done well, what 
they need to work on next and what you saw them learning as they applied 
the strategy.

Name: 

Summarising Graphic Organiser

Title:

What are the main ideas in this text?

My summary of the main ideas

© 2013 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. Published by Eleanor Curtain Publishing.  
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Summarising Self-assessment 

Name: 

I am learning to summarise to help me understand what I read.
What to do: Think about how you are going. Tick, draw or write in the matching box next to each sentence.

One thing I learned about the Summarising strategy is 

Working with the teacher Working with a partner Working by myself

Just starting Getting there Got it! Just starting Getting there Got it! Just starting Getting there Got it!

I can think about what  
I am reading.

I can figure out the 
main ideas and  
the most important  
information.

I can record the  
main ideas.

I can combine the  
main ideas into a 
written, spoken or 
visual summary of  
what I have read.

© 2013 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. Published by Eleanor Curtain Publishing.  
Permission is granted for this resource to be reproduced for teaching purposes only. All other rights reserved.
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Read the text: Did you know?

Set the focus for reading. Say: Listen as I read the Did you know? section to � nd out about 
the laws that keep Antarctica safe. 

Read the text aloud to the students.

Teacher think aloud: Model the strategy

Say: I learned that tourists can only land in a few places in Antarctica. I think the main idea is that 
there are rules and laws that protect Antarctica.

Now I will record on the Graphic Organiser.

Explain to the students that you now need to summarise the whole text.

Say: Now that I have read the whole text, I can combine the main ideas into a summary. People 
who work in or visit Antarctica have a responsibility to protect the environment and the wildlife. 
There are rules and regulations that make sure human contact is restricted.

Now I will record my summary on the Graphic Organiser.

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 1

Read the text

Listen as I read the Did you know? section to find out about the laws Did you know? section to find out about the laws Did you know?
that keep Antarctica safe.

Record...

Teacher 
think aloud

Did you
know?

Under strict international 

conservation laws and 

agreements, tourists can 

only land at selected 

locations in Antarctica 

for a few hours at a time. 

They have to spend most 

of their time on their ship.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Follow-up activities Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Summarising  Lesson Plan 1

Read the text

Listen as I read the table that explains how far away people and vehicles 
have to keep from different types of animals.

Emperor penguin
colonies 30 m 150 m 250 m

Other penguin
colonies 15 m 150 m 250 m

Seals
and pups 15 m 150 m 250 m

Minimum 
distances  
to keep from 
animals

People on 
foot or skis

Read on...

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Follow-up activities Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 1

Penguins on sea ice
and adult seals 5 m

South polar
skua on nest 5 m

Minimum 
distances  
to keep from 
animals

People on 
foot or skis

Read the text

Record...

Teacher 
think aloud

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Follow-up activities Vocabulary activityRead the text



Summarising
Supported practice2

Before the lesson, revisit the self-assessment task completed at the end of the Model 
lesson and refer to any notes you made in response to students’ self-assessments.

Revisit the comprehension strategy with your students. Refer to the de� nition of the 
strategy on the digital version or on the front of these Lesson Plans.

Revisit the learning goals for this strategy. Refer to the learning goals on the digital 
version or on the front of these Lesson Plans. Check that all students understand the 
goals of this lesson.

Say: Today we will continue to learn about the comprehension strategy Summarising. You will be 
practising with partners. 

Give each pair of students a Supported practice card for the text: Greater St Lucia 
Wetland Park.

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park
Text type: Report
Reading level: 23
Concept: Protecting our world

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

Revisit the strategy: Summarising

Read the text: paragraphs 1 and 2

Set the focus for reading. Say: Listen as I read these paragraphs to � nd out about a world 
heritage site called Greater St Lucia Wetland Park. 

Read the text aloud to the students. 

Practise using the Summarising strategy

Say: Think about what we have read. 

Ask: What have you learned about Greater St Lucia Wetland Park? Why is it such an amazing 
place? What is the main idea?

Give each student a Summarising Graphic Organiser. With their partners, have the 
students discuss and start to � ll in their Graphic Organisers. 

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is home to a lot of 
different animals, including many species of fish and 
more than 500 species of birds.  A range of animals, 
such as bison, deer, hippopotamuses, rhinoceroses, 
turtles, kudus, zebras and buffaloes, live there.  There 
are some extremely rare animals at the park.  Before 
they were found at Greater St Lucia, some of these 
animals were thought to be almost extinct.

Protecting elephants

The last elephants in this region were killed by 
hunters 85 years ago.  But people have worked  
hard to bring elephants from nearby parks to start 
new herds in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  At 
first the elephants were put into a small pen to let 
them get used to their new home.  Then they were 
freed into the wider park.  Since then, the elephants 
have made themselves at home.

Ancient fish

An ancient fish called the coelacanth has been found 
in a submarine canyon in this park.  These fish,  
once thought to have been extinct for 65 million 
years, were rediscovered in 1938.  But no one  
knew until recently that they were alive and well  
in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  

Greater St Lucia 
Wetland Park

Some places become world heritage sites because they  
are home to a range of living things or they are places  
of exceptional natural beauty.  Preserving these sites  
is very important.

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is in South Africa.  The  
park is an amazing and unique place because so many  
different animals and plants live there.  The park is  
made up of wetlands, lakes, beaches and coral reefs, as  
well as forests, grasslands and savannah.  The animals  
and plants that live in Greater St Lucia are protected  
because the park is a world heritage site.

Working with a partnerSummarising Working with a partner
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Definition of strategy: Summarising

When we summarise, we: 

• Think about and figure out the main ideas the author 
is presenting in the text;

• Put these ideas together to make a summary.

Learning goalsLesson Plan menu Strategy

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text

Listen as I read to find out about a world heritage site called Greater 
St Lucia Wetland Park.

Some places become world heritage sites because they 

are home to a range of living things or they are places 

of exceptional natural beauty.  Preserving these sites 

is very important.  Read on...

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising

Learning goals: Summarising

We are learning to summarise as we read to help us understand the text.

We will be successful when we can:

• Figure out the main ideas and the most important information;

• Record the main ideas;

• Combine the main ideas into a written, spoken or visual summary 
of what we have read.

StrategyLesson Plan menu Learning goals

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Think 
about

Think about what we 
have read.

• What have you 
learned about 
Greater St Lucia 
Wetland Park?

• Why is it such an 
amazing place?

• What is the main 
idea?

Record...

Read the text

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is in South Africa.  The 

park is an amazing and unique place because so many 

different animals and plants live there.  The park is 

made up of wetlands, lakes, beaches and coral reefs, as 

well as forests, grasslands and savannah.  The animals 

and plants that live in Greater St Lucia are protected 

because the park is a world heritage site.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text

On the digital version, � nd this list of vocabulary: extinct, heritage, preserving, rare, 
savannah, species, submarine canyon, unique.

Say: These are some of the words that are in the text we will be reading together. Knowing what 
these words mean will help you understand the text.

Discuss each word with the students to � nd out their level of understanding.
Ask: Do you know what this word means? Have you seen or heard this word being used? Is there 
any part of this word that you know?

If students do not know that word, click the word on the digital version or refer the 
students to the back of the Supported practice card. Say: Listen (and look at the picture) 
while I read the explanation. It will help you understand the word.

Say: Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is a report about protecting animals at a wildlife park in 
South Africa. What do you already know about protecting animals in the wild?

Ask the students to work with a partner to discuss what they know about protecting 
animals in the wild.

Ask: What dangers do these animals face? How do wildlife parks protect animals?

Know your vocabulary 

Activate prior knowledge

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text...

Know your vocabulary
Think 
about

Think about each 
highlighted word.
• Do you know what 

this word means?  
• Have you seen or 

heard this word 
being used? 

• Is there any part 
of this word that 
you know?  

If you do not know 
a word, we will click 
on the word to check 
its meaning.

These are some of the words that are in the text we will be 
reading together. Knowing what these words mean will help 
you understand the text.

extinct

heritageheritage

preservingpreserving

rare

savannah

species

submarine canyonsubmarine canyon

unique

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityKnow your vocabulary

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Discuss...

Activate prior knowledge

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is a report about protecting Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is a report about protecting Greater St Lucia Wetland Park
animals at a wildlife park in South Africa. What do you 
already know about protecting animals in the wild?

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is home to a lot of 
different animals, including many species of fish and 
more than 500 species of birds.  A range of animals, 
such as bison, deer, hippopotamuses, rhinoceroses, 
turtles, kudus, zebras and buffaloes, live there.  There 
are some extremely rare animals at the park.  Before 
they were found at Greater St Lucia, some of these 
animals were thought to be almost extinct.

Protecting elephants

The last elephants in this region were killed by 
hunters 85 years ago.  But people have worked 
hard to bring elephants from nearby parks to start 
new herds in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  At 
first the elephants were put into a small pen to let 
them get used to their new home.  Then they were 
freed into the wider park.  Since then, the elephants 
have made themselves at home.

Ancient fish

An ancient fish called the coelacanth has been found 
in a submarine canyon in this park.  These fish, 
once thought to have been extinct for 65 million 
years, were rediscovered in 1938.  But no one 
knew until recently that they were alive and well 
in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  

Greater St Lucia 
Wetland Park

Some places become world heritage sites because they 
are home to a range of living things or they are places 
of exceptional natural beauty.  Preserving these sites 
is very important.

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is in South Africa.  The 
park is an amazing and unique place because so many 
different animals and plants live there.  The park is 
made up of wetlands, lakes, beaches and coral reefs, as 
well as forests, grasslands and savannah.  The animals 
and plants that live in Greater St Lucia are protected 
because the park is a world heritage site.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activity

Summarising
Supported practice2

Set the focus for reading. Say: Read the next paragraph to � nd out about the animals at the park.
Have the students read this section to themselves.  

Practise using the Summarising strategy

Say: Think about what you have read.

Ask: What have you learned about the animals at the park? What is the main idea?

With their partners, have the students discuss and add to their Summarising Graphic 
Organisers. 

With their partners, have the students choose one of the following words from the 
text to complete either the digital version or the printable version of the vocabulary 
activity: amazing, extinct, hunted, preserving, rediscovered.

Set the focus for reading. Say: Read this section to � nd out about elephants at the park.
Have the students read this section to themselves.

Practise using the Summarising strategy

Say: Think about what you have read.

Ask: What have you learned about elephants at the park? What is the main idea?

With their partners, have the students discuss and add to their Summarising Graphic 
Organisers. 

Set the focus for reading. Say: Read this section to � nd out about a type of ancient � sh.
Have the students read this section to themselves. 

Practise using the Summarising strategy

Say: Think about what you have read.

Ask: What is the main idea in this paragraph?

With their partners, have the students discuss and add to their Summarising 
Graphic Organisers.

Explain to the students that they now need to summarise the whole text.
Say: Now that we have read the whole text, let’s combine the main ideas into a summary about 
protecting animals at Greater St Lucia Wetland Park. 

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

Read the text: paragraph 3 

Read the text: Protecting elephants

Read the text: Ancient � sh 

Vocabulary activity

Ask: What have we learned about protecting animals at Greater St Lucia Wetland Park? (content)
Focus the discussion on what is special about Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.

Ask: What have we learned about protecting our world? (concept)
Focus the discussion on how parks protect animals all over the world. 

Ask: What have we learned about the Summarising strategy? (strategy)
Refer the students to the learning goals on the digital version or on the front of these 
Lesson Plans. 

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text
Think 
about

Think about what you 
have read.

• What have you 
learned about the 
animals at the park?

• What is the main 
idea?

Record...

Read the next paragraph to find out about the animals at the park.

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is home to a lot of 

different animals, including many species of fish and 

more than 500 species of birds.  A range of animals, 

such as bison, deer, hippopotamuses, rhinoceroses, 

turtles, kudus, zebras and buffaloes, live there.  There 

are some extremely rare animals at the park.  Before 

they were found at Greater St Lucia, some of these 

animals were thought to be almost extinct.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text
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Self-assessment...

Discuss and reflect
Read 

Learning  
goals

What have we learned about protecting animals at Greater St Lucia Wetland Park?

Let’s think about what is special about Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.

What have we learned about protecting our world?

Let’s think about how parks protect animals all over the world.

What have we learned about the Summarising strategy?

Let’s go back to the Learning goals.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityDiscuss and reflect

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Example

Vocabulary activity

Word Part of speech Word building

1. Choose one of the following words:

amazing     extinct     hunted     preserving     rediscovered

2. Write the word in the Word column. 

3. Record which part of speech the word is (verb, adverb, noun, pronoun or adjective). 

4. Use this word to make other words.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityVocabulary activity

Summarising Self-assessment 

Name: 

I am learning to summarise to help me understand what I read.
What to do: Think about how you are going. Tick, draw or write in the matching box next to each sentence.

One thing I learned about the Summarising strategy is 

Working with the teacher Working with a partner Working by myself

Just starting Getting there Got it! Just starting Getting there Got it! Just starting Getting there Got it!

I can think about what  
I am reading.

I can figure out the 
main ideas and  
the most important  
information.

I can record the  
main ideas.

I can combine the  
main ideas into a 
written, spoken or 
visual summary of  
what I have read.

© 2013 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. Published by Eleanor Curtain Publishing.  
Permission is granted for this resource to be reproduced for teaching purposes only. All other rights reserved.

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

Discuss and re� ect

Self-assessment: Summarising

Have the students add to their individual Self-assessment sheets.

Ask students if there was anything in the lesson they thought was dif� cult. Make notes 
about student feedback and your own assessment for individual or group follow-up.

Provide feedback to your students. Tell them what they have done well, what they 
need to work on next and what you saw them learning as they applied the strategy.

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text

Read this section to find out about elephants at the park.

Think 
about

Think about what you 
have read.

• What have you 
learned about 
elephants at the 
park?

• What is the main 
idea?

Record...

Protecting elephants

The last elephants in this region were killed by

hunters 85 years ago.  But people have worked

hard to bring elephants from nearby parks to start 

new herds in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  At

first the elephants were put into a small pen to let 

them get used to their new home.  Then they were 

freed into the wider park.  Since then, the elephants 

have made themselves at home.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text

Read this section to find out about a type of ancient fish.

Think 
about

Think about what you 
have read.

• What is the 
main idea in 
this paragraph?

Record...

Ancient fish

An ancient fish called the coelacanth has been found 

in a submarine canyon in this park.  These fish, 

once thought to have been extinct for 65 million 

years, were rediscovered in 1938.  But no one 

knew until recently that they were alive and well 

in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text



Text: Protecting Antarctica 
Text type: Report
Reading level: 23
Concept: Protecting our world
Text from: In Antarctica (AlphaExplore series)

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is home to a lot of 
different animals, including many species of fish and 
more than 500 species of birds.  A range of animals, 
such as bison, deer, hippopotamuses, rhinoceroses, 
turtles, kudus, zebras and buffaloes, live there.  There 
are some extremely rare animals at the park.  Before 
they were found at Greater St Lucia, some of these 
animals were thought to be almost extinct.

Protecting elephants

The last elephants in this region were killed by 
hunters 85 years ago.  But people have worked  
hard to bring elephants from nearby parks to start 
new herds in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  At 
first the elephants were put into a small pen to let 
them get used to their new home.  Then they were 
freed into the wider park.  Since then, the elephants 
have made themselves at home.

Ancient fish

An ancient fish called the coelacanth has been found 
in a submarine canyon in this park.  These fish,  
once thought to have been extinct for 65 million 
years, were rediscovered in 1938.  But no one  
knew until recently that they were alive and well  
in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  

Greater St Lucia 
Wetland Park

Some places become world heritage sites because they  
are home to a range of living things or they are places  
of exceptional natural beauty.  Preserving these sites  
is very important.

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is in South Africa.  The  
park is an amazing and unique place because so many  
different animals and plants live there.  The park is  
made up of wetlands, lakes, beaches and coral reefs, as  
well as forests, grasslands and savannah.  The animals  
and plants that live in Greater St Lucia are protected  
because the park is a world heritage site.

Working with a partnerSummarising Working with a partner
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Text: Greater St Lucia Wetland Park
Text type: Report
Reading level: 23
Concept: Protecting our world
Text from: Looking After Our World (AlphaExplore series)

What happens 
to our natural 
resources?
The world has a limited amount of natural resources 
such as wood, metal and oil.  A resource such as metal 
is never replenished.  Once we have mined all the 
metal, there will be no new metal left in the ground.

Some natural resources can be replenished but it 
takes a very long time.  Trees are like this.  They take 
a short time to cut down, but it takes many years for 
new trees to grow.  We are in danger of using trees 
more quickly than they can grow. 

Another problem is that metal and wood go into 
landfills instead of being reused and recycled.  This is 
something we all have the power to change.  

Natural resources facts

Two billion newspapers 
are recycled in Australia 
each year.

Each person in the 
Australia makes  
about 2 kilograms  
of rubbish each day.

About 17 million 
steel cans are 
recycled in Australia 
each week.

In one year,  
90 per cent of 
appliances were 
recycled in the  
United States.

Each year, about 
1.85 million cars 
are recycled in the 
United Kingdom.

Each person in the 
United States uses 
about 21,320 kilograms 
of newly mined natural 
resources each year.

Aquariums:  
protecting marine 
animals

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine 

Science Centre researches whales, 

porpoises and dolphins.  Learning 

more about these animals will 

help to protect them.

The Waikiki Aquarium is 

conducting research into monk 

seals, which are the only seals 

to live near the tropics.  They 

are one of the most endangered 

marine animals in the world.

The Seattle Aquarium is 

researching the six-gill shark.  

Studying six-gill sharks may save 

this species and other shark 

species from extinction.

At Monterey Bay Aquarium, 

scientists are studying southern 

sea otters.  Southern sea otters 

are endangered.  Scientists are 

trying to find out why.

Staff at aquariums work with scientists to research 

particular marine animals or habitats.  Often the 

research is about animals living in water near the 

aquarium.

This research provides scientists and others with 

information about the ocean and marine animals.   

It also helps people understand how some human 

behaviour can affect the way animals live.

Tropical rainforests are amazing places.  
Many people, animals and plants need 
rainforests to survive.  But people have 
destroyed more than half of the rainforests 
in the world.  Rainforests are endangered.  
People destroy rainforests to clear land for 
farming or for building new roads and houses.  
They also cut down rainforest trees for timber.

For thousands of years, small groups of people 
have lived in rainforests.  These people take 
what they need from the rainforest without 
destroying it.  When a rainforest is destroyed, 
the people who live there have to change their 
way of life.

The animals and plants in rainforests depend 
on each other for survival.  Rainforest animals 
need plants for food and shelter.  Many plants 
need insects to pollinate their flowers.  They 
need animals to spread their seeds.

Some insects can live in only one kind of  
tree.  If this type of tree is destroyed, the 
insects have nowhere to live.  Some birds  
can eat only one kind of insect.  If these 
insects die, the birds that eat them will not 
survive either.

More than half of the reptiles, insects, 
mammals and birds in the world live in 
rainforests.  More kinds of plants grow in 
rainforests than anywhere else in the world.  
Many rainforest plants and animals cannot 
be found anywhere else.  

When rainforests are destroyed or polluted, 
rainforest animals lose their food and shelter.  
As the rainforests disappear, these animals 
also disappear.

Rainforest trees help to stop soil from  
washing away.  The leaves and branches  
of rainforest trees take in the rain.  Their  
roots hold the soil together.  Rainforests help 
to control the Earth’s temperature. 

If people continue to destroy rainforests, 
the temperature of the Earth will change.  
Rainforests cannot be replaced.  Once they 
have been destroyed, they are gone forever. 
The plants and animals disappear forever,  
too.  We must save the rainforests now.

Save the  
rainforests!

Text: Save the rainforests!
Text type: Argument
Reading level: 20
Concept: Protecting our world
Text from: Saving Rainforests 
(AlphaExplore series)

Text: Aquariums: protecting 
marine animals
Text type: Report
Reading level: 23
Concept: Protecting our world
Text from: Do We Need 
Aquariums? 
(AlphaExplore series)

Text: What happens to our natural 
resources?
Text type: Argument
Reading level: 25
Concept: Protecting our world
Text from: Don’t Throw it Away! 
(AlphaExplore series)

When we summarise, we: 

 • Think about and � gure out the main 
ideas the author is presenting in the 
text; 

 • Put these ideas together to make a 
summary.

De� nition of strategy

We are learning to summarise 
as we read to help us understand 
the text. 

We will be successful when we can:

 • Figure out the main ideas and the 
most important information; 

 • Record the main ideas; 

 • Combine the main ideas into a 
written, spoken or visual summary 
of what we have read.

Learning goals

 • Explorations Strategies for 
Comprehension for informative 
texts Module 2 digital version

 • Summarising Supported 
practice card 

 • Summarising Independent 
practice cards

 • Summarising Graphic Organiser*

 • Summarising Self-assessment sheet*

 • Summarising Vocabulary activities*

 • Summarising Follow-up activities*

 * Printable versions available
on Module 2 disc

Resources

Minimum 
distances  
to keep from 
animals

Emperor penguin 
colonies 30 m 150 m 250 m

Other penguin 
colonies 15 m 150 m 250 m

Seals 
and pups 15 m 150 m 250 m

Penguins on sea ice 
and adult seals 5 m 150 m 250 m

South polar 
skua on nest 5 m 150 m 250 m

Protecting Antarctica
Antarctica is a fragile environment  

that must be protected.

People in Antarctica produce over 

2,000 tonnes of waste each year,  

which must be removed from Antarctica 

by ship.  Ships are prohibited from 

putting noxious substances,  

untreated sewage and all other  

rubbish in the ocean.  All workers and 

visitors are responsible for obeying  

the waste disposal rules.

Visitors are also responsible for obeying 

rules that ensure that animals are not 

disturbed or frightened.  Visitors must 

keep the minimum distances when 

approaching animals.

By obeying these rules, people can  

help to protect Antarctica, which is  

the world’s last true wilderness area. 

Did you 
know?

Under strict international 

conservation laws and 

agreements, tourists can 

only land at selected 

locations in Antarctica 

for a few hours at a time. 

They have to spend most 

of their time on their ship.

Quad/ 
skidoo

Tracked 
vehicles

People on 
foot or skis

Summarising Model the strategy
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Summarising
Supported practice2

Set the focus for reading. Say: Read the next paragraph to � nd out about the animals at the park.
Have the students read this section to themselves.  

Practise using the Summarising strategy

Say: Think about what you have read.

Ask: What have you learned about the animals at the park? What is the main idea?

With their partners, have the students discuss and add to their Summarising Graphic 
Organisers. 

With their partners, have the students choose one of the following words from the 
text to complete either the digital version or the printable version of the vocabulary 
activity: amazing, extinct, hunted, preserving, rediscovered.

Summarising
Independent practice3

Save the rainforests!
Text type: Argument
Reading level: 20
Concept: Protecting our world

Aquariums: protecting marine animals 
Text type: Report
Reading level: 23
Concept: Protecting our world

What happens to our natural resources?
Text type: Argument
Reading level: 25
Concept: Protecting our world

Direct the students to the text introduction on the front of their cards. Either read 
the introduction to the students or have them read to themselves.

Say: Save the rainforests! is an argument about why tropical rainforests need to be saved. 
What do you already know about rainforests?

Ask the students to open the cards and to read the title and look at the pictures.

Direct the students to the highlighted words (destroyed, endangered, mammals, pollinate, 
rainforests, reptiles, temperature, tropical).

Say: Think about each highlighted word. Ask yourself these questions: Do I know what this word 
means? Have I seen or heard this word being used? Is there any part of this word that I know?

Show the students the Know your vocabulary section on the back of the card.  
Say: If you need to, you can use this to check your understanding of each word.

Say: Read the paragraphs in order. After you have read each section, ask yourself the questions in 
the box and � ll in your Graphic Organiser.

Say: When you have � nished reading the text, � ll in your Self-assessment sheet.

Summarising
Independent practice3

Aquariums: protecting marine animals 

Direct the students to the highlighted words (aquariums, endangered, extinction, habitats, 
marine, species, tropics).

Say: Think about each highlighted word. Ask yourself these questions: Do I know what this word 
means? Have I seen or heard this word being used? Is there any part of this word that I know?

Show the students the Know your vocabulary section on the back of the card.  
Say: If you need to, you can use this to check your understanding of each word.

Say: Read the paragraphs in order. After you have read each section, ask yourself the questions in 
the box and � ll in your Graphic Organiser.

Say: When you have � nished reading the text, � ll in your Self-assessment sheet. 

What happens to our natural resources?

Direct the students to the highlighted words (land� lls, metal, natural resources, recycled, 
replenished).

Say: Think about each highlighted word. Ask yourself these questions: Do I know what this word 
means? Have I seen or heard this word being used? Is there any part of this word that I know?

Show the students the Know your vocabulary section on the back of the card.  
Say: If you need to, you can use this to check your understanding of each word.

Say: Read the paragraphs in order. After you have read each section, ask yourself the questions in 
the box and � ll in your Graphic Organiser.

Say: When you have � nished reading the text, � ll in your Self-assessment sheet.

Summarising Lesson Plans

Set the focus for reading. Say: Read this section to � nd out about elephants at the park.
Have the students read this section to themselves.

Practise using the Summarising strategy

Say: Think about what you have read.

Ask: What have you learned about elephants at the park? What is the main idea?

With their partners, have the students discuss and add to their Summarising Graphic 
Organisers. 

Set the focus for reading. Say: Read this section to � nd out about a type of ancient � sh.
Have the students read this section to themselves. 

Practise using the Summarising strategy

Say: Think about what you have read.

Ask: What is the main idea in this paragraph?

With their partners, have the students discuss and add to their Summarising 
Graphic Organisers.

Explain to the students that they now need to summarise the whole text.
Say: Now that we have read the whole text, let’s combine the main ideas into a summary about 
protecting animals at Greater St Lucia Wetland Park. 

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

1 Model the 
strategy

2 Supported 
practice

3 Independent 
practice

Read the text: paragraph 3 

Read the text: Protecting elephants

Read the text: Ancient � sh 

Know your vocabulary
Know your vocabulary

Read the text
Read the text

Self-assessment

Self-assessment

Vocabulary activity

Revisit the strategy: Summarising
Before the lesson, revisit the self-assessment tasks completed at the end of the Model 
and Supported practice lessons and refer to any notes you made in response to 
students’ self-assessments.

Revisit the comprehension strategy with your students. Refer to the de� nition of the 
strategy on the digital version or on the front of the Independent practice card.

Revisit the learning goals for this strategy. Refer to the learning goals on the digital 
version or on the front of the Independent practice card. Check that all students 
understand the goals of this lesson.

Say: Today, we are going to continue learning about summarising as we read. You will be practising 
by yourselves.

Give each student an appropriately levelled Independent practice card. 

If any students have dif� culty working independently, support them by using 
the following Lesson Plans. If a further level of support is needed, work with the 
students using the digital versions of these Lesson Plans.

Activate prior knowledge

Activate prior knowledge

Direct the students to the text introduction on the front of their cards. Either read 
the introduction to the students or have them read to themselves.

Say: Aquariums: protecting marine animals is a report on research about marine animals 
living near different aquariums. What do you already know about marine animals?

Ask the students to open the cards and to read the title and look at the pictures.

Know your vocabulary

Read the text

Self-assessment

Activate prior knowledge

Direct the students to the text introduction on the front of their cards. Either read 
the introduction to the students or have them read to themselves.

Say: What happens to our natural resources? is an argument about saving our natural 
resources. What do you already know about natural resources?

Ask the students to open the cards and to read the title and look at the pictures.

Ask: What have we learned about protecting animals at Greater St Lucia Wetland Park? (content)
Focus the discussion on what is special about Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.

Ask: What have we learned about protecting our world? (concept)
Focus the discussion on how parks protect animals all over the world. 

Ask: What have we learned about the Summarising strategy? (strategy)
Refer the students to the learning goals on the digital version or on the front of these 
Lesson Plans. 

Save the rainforests! 

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text
Think 
about

Think about what you 
have read.

• What have you 
learned about the 
animals at the park?

• What is the main 
idea?

Record...

Read the next paragraph to find out about the animals at the park.

Greater St Lucia Wetland Park is home to a lot of 

different animals, including many species of fish and 

more than 500 species of birds.  A range of animals, 

such as bison, deer, hippopotamuses, rhinoceroses, 

turtles, kudus, zebras and buffaloes, live there.  There 

are some extremely rare animals at the park.  Before 

they were found at Greater St Lucia, some of these 

animals were thought to be almost extinct.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Self-assessment...

Discuss and reflect
Read 

Learning  
goals

What have we learned about protecting animals at Greater St Lucia Wetland Park?

Let’s think about what is special about Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.

What have we learned about protecting our world?

Let’s think about how parks protect animals all over the world.

What have we learned about the Summarising strategy?

Let’s go back to the Learning goals.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityDiscuss and reflect

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Example

Vocabulary activity

Word Part of speech Word building

1. Choose one of the following words:

amazing     extinct     hunted     preserving     rediscovered

2. Write the word in the Word column. 

3. Record which part of speech the word is (verb, adverb, noun, pronoun or adjective). 

4. Use this word to make other words.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityVocabulary activity

Summarising Self-assessment 

Name: 

I am learning to summarise to help me understand what I read.
What to do: Think about how you are going. Tick, draw or write in the matching box next to each sentence.

One thing I learned about the Summarising strategy is 

Working with the teacher Working with a partner Working by myself

Just starting Getting there Got it! Just starting Getting there Got it! Just starting Getting there Got it!

I can think about what  
I am reading.

I can figure out the 
main ideas and  
the most important  
information.

I can record the  
main ideas.

I can combine the  
main ideas into a 
written, spoken or 
visual summary of  
what I have read.
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What happens 
to our natural 
resources?
The world has a limited amount of natural resources 
such as wood, metal and oil.  A resource such as metal 
is never replenished.  Once we have mined all the 
metal, there will be no new metal left in the ground.

Some natural resources can be replenished but it 
takes a very long time.  Trees are like this.  They take 
a short time to cut down, but it takes many years for 
new trees to grow.  We are in danger of using trees 
more quickly than they can grow. 

Another problem is that metal and wood go into 
landfills instead of being reused and recycled.  This is 
something we all have the power to change.  

Natural resources facts

Two billion newspapers 
are recycled in Australia 
each year.

Each person in the 
Australia makes  
about 2 kilograms  
of rubbish each day.

About 17 million 
steel cans are 
recycled in Australia 
each week.

In one year,  
90 per cent of 
appliances were 
recycled in the  
United States.

Each year, about 
1.85 million cars 
are recycled in the 
United Kingdom.

Each person in the 
United States uses 
about 21,300 kilograms 
of newly mined natural 
resources each year.

1.  What is the 
main idea in this 
paragraph?

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

2.  What is the 
main idea in these 
paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

3.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far? 

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

4.  What is the 
main idea in this 
table? 

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser 
and write a 
summary of the 
whole text in the 
second section 
of your Graphic 
Organiser.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.
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Aquariums:  
protecting marine 
animals

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine 

Science Centre researches whales, 

porpoises and dolphins.  Learning 

more about these animals will 

help to protect them.

The Waikiki Aquarium is 

conducting research into monk 

seals, which are the only seals 

to live near the tropics.  They 

are one of the most endangered 

marine animals in the world.

The Seattle Aquarium is 

researching the six-gill shark.  

Studying six-gill sharks may save 

this species and other shark 

species from extinction.

At Monterey Bay Aquarium, 

scientists are studying southern 

sea otters.  Southern sea otters 

are endangered.  Scientists are 

trying to find out why.

Staff at aquariums work with scientists to research 

particular marine animals or habitats.  Often the 

research is about animals living in water near the 

aquarium.

This research provides scientists and others with 

information about the ocean and marine animals.   

It also helps people understand how some human 

behaviour can affect the way animals live.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.

1.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs? 

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

2.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far?

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

3.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

4.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser 
and write a 
summary of the 
whole text in the 
second section 
of your Graphic 
Organiser.
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Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

Aquariums: 
protecting marine 
animals

Know your vocabulary
aquariums  Aquariums are zoos for animals that live 
in the ocean. Animals in aquariums live in large tanks 
filled with water and underwater plants. 

endangered  Animals or plants that are endangered 
are at risk of dying out. There are not many of these 
types of animals or plants left. For example, some types 
of whales, sea turtles and sharks are endangered. 

extinction  Extinction is when all of one type of 
animal dies and there is none left in the world. For 
example, all of the dinosaurs in the world have died. 
They are extinct.

habitats  The place where an animal or plant lives is 
its habitat. For example, the habitat of many animals, 
including dolphins, turtles and jellyfish, is the ocean. 

marine  The word marine means anything to do with 
the ocean. For example, a marine animal is an animal 
that lives in the ocean.

species  Animals are grouped according to how similar 
they are. A species is a group of animals that are the 
same in just about every way. For example, turtles are 
a species of animal.

tropics  The tropics are areas of land that are close 
to the equator, which is an imaginary line around the 
centre of the Earth. The equator is the closest part 
of the Earth to the sun, so in the tropics it is usually 
warm all year.

an aquarium 

an endangered sea turtle

Dinosaurs were not saved 
from extinction.

a shark in its ocean habitat

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

Know your vocabulary
landfills  Landfills are places where garbage is put and 
then buried. Landfills can also be called tips.

metal  Gold, silver and iron are all types of metals. 
Metal can be used by people to make things. Metal is 
hard and can melt when heated. Many types of metals 
are found underground. 

natural resources  A resource is something that can 
be used. A natural resource is a resource that is found 
in nature. Examples of natural resources are trees, coal 
and gold. 

recycled  If something is recycled, then the material 
it is made out of is used to make something else. For 
example, the metal from an old car could be used to 
make a refrigerator.

replenished  If something is replenished, it is refilled 
with the same thing. For example, if a fruit bowl was 
replenished when some of the fruit was eaten, it would 
be refilled with more fruit. 

a landfill

gold: a precious metal

Trees are natural resources.

a fridge made out of recycled materials
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What happens 
to our natural 
resources?

Strategy

What to do:

1 Open your card, read the 
title and look at the pictures.

2 Read the text in order. 
After you have read each part 
of the text, ask yourself the 
questions in the box and then 

Summarising
Working by yourself

Aquariums: 
protecting marine 
animals

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine 

Science Centre researches whales, 

porpoises and dolphins.  Learning 

more about these animals will 

help to protect them.

The Waikiki Aquarium is 

conducting research into monk 

seals, which are the only seals 

to live near the tropics.  They 

are one of the most endangered 

marine animals in the world.

The Seattle Aquarium is 

researching the six-gill shark.  

Studying six-gill sharks may save 

this species and other shark 

species from extinction.

At Monterey Bay Aquarium, 

scientists are studying southern 

sea otters.  Southern sea otters 

are endangered.  Scientists are 

trying to find out why.

Staff at aquariums work with scientists to research 

particular marine animals or habitats.  Often the 

research is about animals living in water near the 

aquarium.

This research provides scientists and others with 

information about the ocean and marine animals.  

It also helps people understand how some human 

behaviour can affect the way animals live.

Aquariums: protecting marine animals is 
a report on research about marine animals 
living near different aquariums. What do 
you already know about marine animals?

Aquariums: protecting marine animals

Learning goals
I am learning to summarise as I read to help me 
understand the text. I will be successful when I can:

 ★ Figure out the main ideas and the most important 
information;

 ★ Record the main ideas; 
 ★ Combine the main ideas into a written, spoken or 

visual summary of what I have read.

When I am summarising, I:
 ★ Think about and figure out the main ideas 

the author is presenting in the text; 
 ★ Put these ideas together to make a summary.

Strategy

Learning goals
I am learning to summarise as I read to help me 
understand the text. I will be successful when I can:

 ★ Figure out the main ideas and the most important 
information;

 ★ Record the main ideas; 
 ★ Combine the main ideas into a written, spoken or 

visual summary of what I have read.

When I am summarising, I:
 ★ Think about and figure out the main ideas 

the author is presenting in the text; 
 ★ Put these ideas together to make a summary.

Summarising
Working by yourself

What to do:

1 Open your card, read the 
title and look at the pictures.

2 Read the text in order. 
After you have read each part 

What happens 
to our natural 
resources?
The world has a limited amount of natural resources
such as wood, metal and oil.  A resource such as metal 
is never replenished.  Once we have mined all the 
metal, there will be no new metal left in the ground.

Some natural resources can be replenished but it 
takes a very long time.  Trees are like this.  They take 
a short time to cut down, but it takes many years for 
new trees to grow.  We are in danger of using trees 
more quickly than they can grow. 

Another problem is that metal and wood go into Another problem is that metal and wood go into 
landfills instead of being reused and recycled.  This is 
something we all have the power to change.  something we all have the power to change.  

Natural resources facts

Two billion newspapers 
are recycled in Australia 
each year.

Each person in the 
Australia makes 
about 2 kilograms 
of rubbish each day.

About 17 million About 17 million About 17 million 
steel cans are 
recycled in Australia recycled in Australia recycled in Australia 
each week.

In one year, 
90 per cent of 
appliances were 
recycled in the 
United States.

Each year, about 
1.85 million cars 
are recycled in the 
United Kingdom.

Each person in the 
United States uses 
about 21,320 kilograms 
of newly mined natural 
resources each year.

What happens to our natural resources?
is an argument about saving our natural 
resources. What do you already know 
about natural resources?

What happens to our natural resources?
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Discuss and re� ect

Self-assessment: Summarising

Have the students add to their individual Self-assessment sheets.

Ask students if there was anything in the lesson they thought was dif� cult. Make notes 
about student feedback and your own assessment for individual or group follow-up.

Provide feedback to your students. Tell them what they have done well, what they 
need to work on next and what you saw them learning as they applied the strategy.

Reading level: 20 

Reading level: 23 

Reading level: 25 

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text

Read this section to find out about elephants at the park.

Think 
about

Think about what you 
have read.

• What have you 
learned about 
elephants at the 
park?

• What is the main 
idea?

Record...

Protecting elephants

The last elephants in this region were killed by

hunters 85 years ago.  But people have worked

hard to bring elephants from nearby parks to start 

new herds in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  At

first the elephants were put into a small pen to let 

them get used to their new home.  Then they were 

freed into the wider park.  Since then, the elephants 

have made themselves at home.

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising  Lesson Plan 2

Read the text

Read this section to find out about a type of ancient fish.

Think 
about

Think about what you 
have read.

• What is the 
main idea in 
this paragraph?

Record...

Ancient fish

An ancient fish called the coelacanth has been found 

in a submarine canyon in this park.  These fish, 

once thought to have been extinct for 65 million 

years, were rediscovered in 1938.  But no one 

knew until recently that they were alive and well 

in Greater St Lucia Wetland Park.  

Strategy Learning goals Know your vocabulary Read the text Discuss and reflect Vocabulary activityRead the text

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts is closely linked to the Australian and New Zealand English curriculums.

Levelled texts

Tropical rainforests are amazing places.  
Many people, animals and plants need 
rainforests to survive.  But people have 
destroyed more than half of the rainforests 
in the world.  Rainforests are endangered.  
People destroy rainforests to clear land for 
farming or for building new roads and houses.  
They also cut down rainforest trees for timber.

For thousands of years, small groups of people 
have lived in rainforests.  These people take 
what they need from the rainforest without 
destroying it.  When a rainforest is destroyed, 
the people who live there have to change their 
way of life.

The animals and plants in rainforests depend 
on each other for survival.  Rainforest animals 
need plants for food and shelter.  Many plants 
need insects to pollinate their flowers.  They 
need animals to spread their seeds.

Some insects can live in only one kind of  
tree.  If this type of tree is destroyed, the 
insects have nowhere to live.  Some birds  
can eat only one kind of insect.  If these 
insects die, the birds that eat them will not 
survive either.

More than half of the reptiles, insects, 
mammals and birds in the world live in 
rainforests.  More kinds of plants grow in 
rainforests than anywhere else in the world.  
Many rainforest plants and animals cannot 
be found anywhere else.  

When rainforests are destroyed or polluted, 
rainforest animals lose their food and shelter.  
As the rainforests disappear, these animals 
also disappear.

Rainforest trees help to stop soil from  
washing away.  The leaves and branches  
of rainforest trees take in the rain.  Their  
roots hold the soil together.  Rainforests help 
to control the Earth’s temperature. 

If people continue to destroy rainforests, 
the temperature of the Earth will change.  
Rainforests cannot be replaced.  Once they 
have been destroyed, they are gone forever. 
The plants and animals disappear forever,  
too.  We must save the rainforests now.

Save the  
rainforests!

2.  What is the main idea 
in these paragraphs?

Add to the first section of 
your Graphic Organiser.

5.  What is the main idea in these paragraphs?

Add to the first section of your Graphic 
Organiser and write a summary of the whole 
text in the second section of your Graphic 
Organiser.

1.  What is the 
main idea in this 
paragraph?

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

3.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far? 

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

4.  What is the 
main idea in these 
paragraphs? 

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.
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Save the rainforests! is an argument Save the rainforests! is an argument Save the rainforests!
about why tropical rainforests need to 
be saved. What do you already know 
about rainforests?

Strategy

You will need the Summarising:

•	Graphic Organiser

•	Self-assessment sheet

What to do:

1 Open your card, read the 
title and look at the pictures.

2 Read the text in order. 
After you have read each part 
of the text, ask yourself the 
questions in the box and then 
fill in your Graphic Organiser.

3 When you have finished, fill 
in your Self-assessment sheet.

Summarising
Working by yourself

Tropical rainforests are amazing places.  
Many people, animals and plants need 
rainforests to survive.  But people have 
destroyed more than half of the rainforests 
in the world.  Rainforests are endangered.  
People destroy rainforests to clear land for 
farming or for building new roads and houses. 
They also cut down rainforest trees for timber.

For thousands of years, small groups of people 
have lived in rainforests.  These people take 
what they need from the rainforest without 
destroying it.  When a rainforest is destroyed, 
the people who live there have to change their 
way of life.

The animals and plants in rainforests depend 
on each other for survival.  Rainforest animals 
need plants for food and shelter.  Many plants 
need insects to pollinate their flowers.  They 
need animals to spread their seeds.

Some insects can live in only one kind of 
tree.  If this type of tree is destroyed, the 
insects have nowhere to live.  Some birds 
can eat only one kind of insect.  If these 
insects die, the birds that eat them will not 
survive either.

More than half of the reptiles, insects, 
mammals and birds in the world live in 
rainforests.  More kinds of plants grow in 
rainforests than anywhere else in the world.  
Many rainforest plants and animals cannot 
be found anywhere else.  

When rainforests are destroyed or polluted, 
rainforest animals lose their food and shelter.  
As the rainforests disappear, these animals 
also disappear.

Rainforest trees help to stop soil from 
washing away.  The leaves and branches 
of rainforest trees take in the rain.  Their 
roots hold the soil together.  Rainforests help 
to control the Earth’s temperature. 

If people continue to destroy rainforests, 
the temperature of the Earth will change.  
Rainforests cannot be replaced.  Once they 
have been destroyed, they are gone forever. 
The plants and animals disappear forever, 
too.  We must save the rainforests now.

Save the 
rainforests!

Save the rainforests!

Learning goalsLearning goalsLearning goals
I am learning to summarise as I read to help me 
understand the text. I will be successful when I can:

 ★ Figure out the main ideas and the most important 
information;

 ★ Record the main ideas; 
 ★ Combine the main ideas into a written, spoken or 

visual summary of what I have read.

When I am summarising, I:
 ★ Think about and figure out the main ideas 

the author is presenting in the text; 
 ★ Put these ideas together to make a summary.

Name: 

Summarising Graphic Organiser

Title:

What are the main ideas in this text?

Save the 
rainforests!

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

 ★

© 2013 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. Published by Eleanor Curtain Publishing.

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 2

Know your vocabulary
destroyed  If something is destroyed, it is ruined and 
cannot be fixed.

endangered  Animals or plants that are endangered 
are at risk of dying out. There are not many of these 
types of plants or animals left. For example, orangutans 
are endangered animals. There are not many of them 
alive anymore. 

mammals  Mammals are a group of animals. Most 
mammals give birth to live young, are warm-blooded, 
feed milk to their young and have hair. Humans, lions 
and zebras are examples of mammals. 

pollinate  Pollen looks like powder. It is found inside 
flowers. Birds and insects move pollen from one flower 
to another. They pollinate flowers, which helps more 
plants to grow. 

rainforests  Rainforests are large areas of land where 
trees and plants grow close together. They grow where 
it rains a lot. Very little sunlight reaches the bottom of 
the rainforest. Plants grow tall so that their leaves can 
reach the sunlight. 

reptiles  Reptiles are a group of animals that have scales reptiles  Reptiles are a group of animals that have scales reptiles
and are cold-blooded. Most reptiles lay eggs. Animals 
such as lizards, snakes and crocodiles are reptiles. 

temperature  The temperature of something tells us how 
hot or how cold it is. The temperature of a healthy person 
is about 37 degrees Celsius.

tropical  Tropical areas are hot, wet places that are 
close to the equator, which is an imaginary line around 
the centre of the Earth. The equator is the closest part 
of the Earth to the sun, so in tropical areas it is usually 
warm all year.

a house destroyed by fire

orangutans: endangered animals

Leopards are mammals.

Bees pollinate flowers.

Tropical rainforests are amazing places.  
Many people, animals and plants need 
rainforests to survive.  But people have 
destroyed more than half of the rainforests 
in the world.  Rainforests are endangered.  
People destroy rainforests to clear land for 
farming or for building new roads and houses.  
They also cut down rainforest trees for timber.

For thousands of years, small groups of people 
have lived in rainforests.  These people take 
what they need from the rainforest without 
destroying it.  When a rainforest is destroyed, 
the people who live there have to change their 
way of life.

The animals and plants in rainforests depend 
on each other for survival.  Rainforest animals 
need plants for food and shelter.  Many plants 
need insects to pollinate their flowers.  They 
need animals to spread their seeds.

Some insects can live in only one kind of  
tree.  If this type of tree is destroyed, the 
insects have nowhere to live.  Some birds  
can eat only one kind of insect.  If these 
insects die, the birds that eat them will not 
survive either.

More than half of the reptiles, insects, 
mammals and birds in the world live in 
rainforests.  More kinds of plants grow in 
rainforests than anywhere else in the world.  
Many rainforest plants and animals cannot 
be found anywhere else.  

When rainforests are destroyed or polluted, 
rainforest animals lose their food and shelter.  
As the rainforests disappear, these animals 
also disappear.

Rainforest trees help to stop soil from  
washing away.  The leaves and branches  
of rainforest trees take in the rain.  Their  
roots hold the soil together.  Rainforests help 
to control the Earth’s temperature. 

If people continue to destroy rainforests, 
the temperature of the Earth will change.  
Rainforests cannot be replaced.  Once they 
have been destroyed, they are gone forever. 
The plants and animals disappear forever,  
too.  We must save the rainforests now.

Save the  
rainforests!

2.  What is the main idea 
in these paragraphs?

Add to the first section of 
your Graphic Organiser.

5.  What is the main idea in these paragraphs?

Add to the first section of your Graphic 
Organiser and write a summary of the whole 
text in the second section of your Graphic 
Organiser.

1.  What is the 
main idea in this 
paragraph?

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

3.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far? 

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

4.  What is the 
main idea in these 
paragraphs? 

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.
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Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising

Definition of strategy: Summarising

When we summarise, we: 

• Think about and figure out the main ideas the author 
is presenting in the text;

• Put these ideas together to make a summary.

Learning goalsLesson Plan menu Strategy

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension Module 2  Summarising

Learning goals: Summarising

We are learning to summarise as we read to help us understand the text.

We will be successful when we can:

• Figure out the main ideas and the most important information;

• Record the main ideas;

• Combine the main ideas into a written, spoken or visual summary 
of what we have read.

StrategyLesson Plan menu Learning goals

What happens 
to our natural 
resources?
The world has a limited amount of natural resources 
such as wood, metal and oil.  A resource such as metal 
is never replenished.  Once we have mined all the 
metal, there will be no new metal left in the ground.

Some natural resources can be replenished but it 
takes a very long time.  Trees are like this.  They take 
a short time to cut down, but it takes many years for 
new trees to grow.  We are in danger of using trees 
more quickly than they can grow. 

Another problem is that metal and wood go into 
landfills instead of being reused and recycled.  This is 
something we all have the power to change.  

Natural resources facts

Two billion newspapers 
are recycled in Australia 
each year.

Each person in the 
Australia makes  
about 2 kilograms  
of rubbish each day.

About 17 million 
steel cans are 
recycled in Australia 
each week.

In one year,  
90 per cent of 
appliances were 
recycled in the  
United States.

Each year, about 
1.85 million cars 
are recycled in the 
United Kingdom.

Each person in the 
United States uses 
about 21,300 kilograms 
of newly mined natural 
resources each year.

1.  What is the 
main idea in this 
paragraph?

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

2.  What is the 
main idea in these 
paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

3.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far? 

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

4.  What is the 
main idea in this 
table? 

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser 
and write a 
summary of the 
whole text in the 
second section 
of your Graphic 
Organiser.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.
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Aquariums:  
protecting marine 
animals

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine 

Science Centre researches whales, 

porpoises and dolphins.  Learning 

more about these animals will 

help to protect them.

The Waikiki Aquarium is 

conducting research into monk 

seals, which are the only seals 

to live near the tropics.  They 

are one of the most endangered 

marine animals in the world.

The Seattle Aquarium is 

researching the six-gill shark.  

Studying six-gill sharks may save 

this species and other shark 

species from extinction.

At Monterey Bay Aquarium, 

scientists are studying southern 

sea otters.  Southern sea otters 

are endangered.  Scientists are 

trying to find out why.

Staff at aquariums work with scientists to research 

particular marine animals or habitats.  Often the 

research is about animals living in water near the 

aquarium.

This research provides scientists and others with 

information about the ocean and marine animals.   

It also helps people understand how some human 

behaviour can affect the way animals live.

Think about each 
highlighted word. If you 
need to, turn to the 
back of the card and 
check the meanings of 
the words.

1.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs? 

Start to fill in the 
first section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

2.  Read the Learning goals again.

How are you going so far?

Let your teacher know if you are having any problems.  
If you don’t have any problems, keep reading.

3.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser.

4.  What is the 
main idea in these 
two paragraphs?

Add to the first 
section of your 
Graphic Organiser 
and write a 
summary of the 
whole text in the 
second section 
of your Graphic 
Organiser.
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