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of what students read  
in the real world are  
non-fiction (informative) texts*

"We’ve found that this resource  
complements any reading program." 

Dr Alison Davis 

Teach with authentic, complete, high-interest 
and age-appropriate short texts

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts  
is a new and flexible resource that teaches the key comprehension 
strategies students need to become competent and motivated readers 
and comprehenders of text. 

The five modules, one for each year, for Years 3–7+ provide scaffolded instruction  
as students learn to meet the literacy demands of all areas of the wider curriculum.

Dr Alison Davis, a leading New Zealand researcher, is the author of this resource.

Across the five modules there are: 

•	 150 short informative texts 

•	 All texts are complete texts,  
not excerpts

•	 Within each strategy the texts 
are linked by a common concept, 
which encourages higher level 
thinking and discussion

•	 Each text presents a clear model 
of a text type: report, recount,  
explanation, interview,  
discussion, argument

•	 They are real texts from  
the successful AlphaWorld  
and AlphaExplore series

*Bayeto 2012

80%

In ancient times, Egypt was the richest and most 
powerful country in the world.  The ancient 
Egyptian civilisation lasted for about 3,500 years.  
Over time, experts have studied ancient Egyptian 
civilisation by examining the different artefacts and 
buildings that the ancient Egyptians used and made.  
From studying these things, experts have been able 
to piece together a picture of what life could have 
been like in ancient Egypt over 4,000 years ago.

Fantastic pharaohs
Kings and queens ruled ancient Egypt.  Egyptian 
kings were called pharaohs and they built enormous 
tombs for when they died – these tombs are called 
pyramids.  The ancient Egyptians believed that after 
you died you had another life – the afterlife.  The 
pyramids they built had many rooms that were filled 
with everything the pharaoh would need for the 
afterlife.  In the heart of the pyramid was a special 
room lined with gold where the pharaoh was buried.  
This room is known as the burial chamber.  

Archaeologists know how the pharaohs looked  
from studying the pictures on the walls inside  
the pyramids.  The pharaohs in these pictures  
wore shoes made of gold and crowns that were  
30 centimetres high.  Some wore white clothes with 
huge jewelled collars and some had cones of wax on 
their hair and bold make-up on their eyes.  Experts 
believe that the kings and queens of ancient Egypt 
lived opulent and lavish lifestyles.

Ancient Egypt: what the pyramids reveal

Buried treasures
Items found in ancient Egyptian pyramids included:

•  wooden and ivory toys
•  board games
•  dice carved from stone or ivory
•  harps and flutes
•  food
•  gold, silver and jewellery
•  boats and tools
•  statues of servants and animals
•  clothes, wigs, perfume and make-up.

Secrets of civilisation
The discovery of the tombs inside the pyramids revealed information 
about the ancient Egyptian way of living.  The tombs were filled with 
everyday items the pharaohs used, as well as chariots and boats the 
pharaohs needed for transportation.  There were statues of servants to 
do the pharaoh’s work in the afterlife, as well as tools and household 
items that were needed.  Paintings of daily life on the tomb walls showed 
people farming the land, boats on the Nile River and people playing 
music and dancing.  From looking inside the tombs, we discovered many 
facts about how people lived and worked in ancient Egypt. 

Working with a partnerVisualising
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Minimum 
distances  
to keep from 
animals

Emperor penguin 
colonies 30 m 150 m 250 m

Other penguin 
colonies 15 m 150 m 250 m

Seals 
and pups 15 m 150 m 250 m

Penguins on sea ice 
and adult seals 5 m 150 m 250 m

South polar 
skua on nest 5 m 150 m 250 m

Protecting Antarctica
Antarctica is a fragile environment  

that must be protected.

People in Antarctica produce over 

2,000 tonnes of waste each year,  

which must be removed from Antarctica 

by ship.  Ships are prohibited from 

putting noxious substances,  

untreated sewage and all other  

rubbish in the ocean.  All workers and 

visitors are responsible for obeying  

the waste disposal rules.

Visitors are also responsible for obeying 

rules that ensure that animals are not 

disturbed or frightened.  Visitors must 

keep the minimum distances when 

approaching animals.

By obeying these rules, people can  

help to protect Antarctica, which is  

the world’s last true wilderness area. 

Did you 
know?

Under strict international 

conservation laws and 

agreements, tourists can 

only land at selected 

locations in Antarctica 

for a few hours at a time. 

They have to spend most 

of their time on their ship.

Quad/ 
skidoo

Tracked 
vehicles

People on 
foot or skis

Summarising Model the strategy
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Coral reefs:  
a special ecosystem

Despite the size of coral reefs, they are fragile environments that are easily 

damaged by the things that people do.  In order to protect coral reefs, many have 

been made into marine parks where there are restrictions on what people can do.

Coral reefs are amazing underwater structures found along the 

coast of over 100 countries.  They are some of the most complex 

habitats on Earth.  Coral reefs thrive in warm, clear water with few 

nutrients, so they generally only grow in the subtropics and tropics.  

Coral reefs are a special ecosystem. They contain hundreds of 

different types of coral and thousands of sea creatures, but  

cover less than one per cent of the ocean floor.  This is because 

they are made by living things that can only grow in certain 

conditions.  Coral reefs are made up of huge numbers  

of tiny polyps that look like plants, but are actually animals.

Coral polyps have algae living in their bodies.  Like plants,  

these algae can make food from sunlight.  Coral polyps eat  

some of the food made by the algae.  This lets the coral grow  

up to three times faster than it could without the algae.

Coral needs clear water.  If 

there is too much dirt or 

plankton in the water, the 

algae in coral polyps don’t get 

enough sunlight to make food.

Coral polyps need to grow 

in shallow water so they 

can get plenty of sunlight. 

Sunlight allows the algae 

that live inside the polyps  

to make food.

Coral needs clean water 

because the polyps are easily 

damaged or killed by dirty 

water.  Pollution is a major 

threat to coral reefs.

Coral needs salty water.   

Like many sea animals, 

the polyps cannot live in 

freshwater. They do not grow 

near the mouth of the river, 

because of the freshwater 

coming from the river.

Reef-building coral needs 

warm water to grow. 

Other kinds of coral can 

grow in colder places.

Coral reefs

Comp Kit NZ 8 page brochure 2017.indd   3 1/4/17   1:51 PM



Texts are available in  
both digital and print formats

You can teach from either the  
digital or the print version, allowing  

for greater flexibility in teaching.

A complete digital version is included in each 
module. The stand alone digital version can  
be purchased separately for $350.

What is in each module?

1 CD containing a complete digital  
version of the module (Valued at  
$350† — Free for use in your school)

24 Independent Practice Cards  
(8 copies of each level per strategy: total 144)

for informative texts®

6 Lesson Plans  
(1 per strategy)

Working with a Partner Card 
(12 copies of each card per  
strategy: total 72)

6 Model the  
Strategy Posters 
(1 per strategy)

1 Teacher  
Resource Book
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Use a model of effective instruction
The Gradual Release of Responsibility

1

2

3

Model the 
Strategy

Supported
Practice

Independent
Practice

Introduce each strategy with a modelled 

lesson for a group or whole class.  

The teacher and students work from  

a digital version of the text on an  

interactive whiteboard. The teacher  

uses a shared-reading approach and 

“thinks aloud” to model and make  

explicit the process of using the strategy.

Moving on to the second sequence,  

the teacher starts the lesson by working 

from the interactive whiteboard, sharing  

the reading of the text and modelling  

aloud. The teacher then hands 

responsibility over to the students.  

The students work in pairs, using their  

large-format Working with a Partner cards.

When students have mastered the  

strategy, they work individually on one  

of the Independent Practice texts.  

The text level is differentiated  

for students, as identified  

by one, two or three stripes  

on the cards indicating  

degree of difficulty.

There is an easy-to-use Lesson Plan for each strategy. It includes plans  
for the three sequences in the gradual release of responsibility process.
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Use a model of effective instruction
The Gradual Release of Responsibility
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Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 3

Strategy

Last night, Sally took part in her school play.  

She was able to speak her lines and hear what 

the other actors were saying.  She was also 

able to hear the audience clapping.  At one 

stage in her life, none of this would have 

been possible for Sally because she was born 

with a hearing impairment. 

Sally and many other hearing-impaired 

children can thank a team of scientists 

for opening up the world of sound to them.  

This miracle resulted from the invention 

of the cochlear implant, which is known as 

the bionic ear.

The bionic ear comes in several parts.  

One part, which is smaller than a fingernail, 

is put into the inner ear.  The other parts 

are worn outside the ear.  A coil that carries 

sound is held in position against the skin by 

a magnet, and a microphone is worn behind 

the ear.  The speech processor can also be 

worn behind the ear, or can be clipped onto 

the user’s clothing. 

SCIENCE NEWS

The 
bionic 
ear

Dr Graeme Clark, an Australian doctor, 

led the team of scientists that invented the 

bionic ear.  The idea for the device came 

from experiments with a piece of grass and 

a seashell.  

The first implant was done in 1978 and 

Dr Clark says he still has the same reaction 

whenever he sees a child hear for the 

first time.  “When I talk to the children 

and their parents, I just break down and 

cry.  People just don’t understand how 

important hearing is.” 

Dr Clark’s research took 

37 years and involved 175 

scientists.  The bionic ear 

has restored hearing to 

more than 70,000 people 

all around the world.

Learning goals
I am learning to monitor and clarify as I read to help me  
understand the text. I will be successful when I can:

 ★ Recognise when I do not understand what I am reading;
 ★ Identify what I don’t understand and explain what is making me confused;
 ★ Clarify my understanding by re-reading slowly, figuring out what would 

make sense, checking a reference or asking for help.

When I am monitoring and 
clarifying, I ask: 

 ★ Does what I have read make 
sense? Do I understand it? 
If the answer is yes: 

 ★ I keep on reading.

If the answer is no:
 ★ I re-read slowly and think 

about what I know already;
 ★ I ask myself questions; 
 ★ I read on and think about 

what would make sense;
 ★ I check a dictionary, a 

thesaurus, a map or a website;
 ★ I ask a friend or a teacher.

The bionic ear

The bionic ear is a report about the invention  
of a tiny machine called the bionic ear, which 
helps people with hearing problems to hear 
better. What do you already know about  
hearing problems?

You will need the Monitoring and Clarifying:

• Graphic Organiser

• Self-assessment sheet

What to do:

1 Open your card, read the 
title and look at the pictures.

2 Read the text in order. 
After you have read each part 
of the text, ask yourself the 
questions in the box and then 
fill in your Graphic Organiser.

3 When you have finished, fill 
in your Self-assessment sheet.

Monitoring and Clarifying Self-assessment 

Name: 

I am learning to monitor and clarify to help me understand what I read.
What to do: Think about how you are going. Tick, draw or write in the matching box next to each sentence.

One thing I learned about the Monitoring and Clarifying strategy is 

Working with the teacher Working with a partner Working by myself

Just starting Getting there Got it! Just starting Getting there Got it! Just starting Getting there Got it!

I can recognise when 
I do not understand 
what I am reading.

I can identify what 
I don’t understand.

I can explain what is 
making me confused.

I can clarify my 
understanding by 
re-reading slowly, 
� guring out what would 
make sense, checking 
a reference or asking 
for help.

© 2012–2015 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. Published by Eleanor Curtain Publishing. Permission is granted for this resource to be reproduced for teaching purposes only. All other rights reserved.

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 3

Monitoring and Clarifying Graphic Organiser

Name: 

Title:

Monitoring:  What I didn’t understand Clarifying:  What I did to understand

Vocabulary

Ideas

Visual information
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Monitoring and Clarifying  
Working by yourself

Know your vocabulary
bionic ear/cochlear implant  A bionic ear/cochlear 
implant is a tiny machine that is placed inside the  
ear of someone who cannot hear well, to help that 
person hear better. 

hearing impairment  People who have hearing 
impairments have problems with their hearing.  
They are not able to hear sounds as well as most  
people can. Like the bionic ear, hearing aids help 
hearing-impaired people to hear better.

miracle  When something amazing or wonderful 
happens that wasn’t expected, it could be called  
a miracle.

speech processor  A speech processor is used by 
someone with a cochlear implant. It is connected  
to the cochlear implant and sorts sounds so that the 
listener hears what people are saying more clearly.

a bionic ear/cochlear implant

A hearing aid also helps a 
hearing impairment.

It is a miracle that this man can walk.

a speech processor
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Working with a partnerMonitoring and Clarifying

The telephoneThe electric light

Did you know?
The first telephone was invented in 1876.  According to 
the story, the first telephone conversation was between the 
inventor, Alexander Graham Bell, and his assistant, Thomas 
Watson.  Bell said, “Mr Watson, come here.  I need you”.

Did you know?
The first light bulb was invented by Humphry Davy in 1800, but Davy’s 
light bulb burned for only a short time.  Thomas Edison improved it so that it 
could last for more than 1,500 hours.  Edison also invented the first electricity 
generating station so that houses could be lit using electric light bulbs.

Mobile phones were first 
invented in 1946, but 
it wasn’t until 1978 that 
they could be used over 
long distances.

Where would we be without these?

the city of 
Hong Kong lit 
up at night

reading by 
candlelight

Now  Today telephones 
connect people all over  
the world, and mobile 
phones mean that people 
can be contacted just about 
anywhere.  Telephones 
enable people to get 
information instantly.

Then  Before telephones were invented, 
people gave each other messages by 
talking face to face or by writing letters.  
Although letters could be sent a long way, 
it could take months for them to reach 
their destination.  People found out about 
things happening in other places a long 
time after they had happened.

Then  Before electric lights were 
invented, people used fire, candles and 
lamps for light.  People often had to 
make their own candles, which took a 
lot of time because they needed many 
candles to get enough light to read by.  
Many houses burned down when 
candles or lamps were accidentally 
knocked over.

Now  Today people can 
light a room simply by 
flicking a switch.  Lights are 
used for many things.  They 
are found in phones, ovens 
and refrigerators, and are 
used to control traffic and 
to guide aeroplanes to the 
ground at night.

The earliest 
phones 
had no 
dial at all. 
You had 
to call an 
operator.

the first modern 
phone with a 
rotary dial

today’s  
mobile phone

writing a 
letter

GR4-M3_AUS_CSP_Monitor-Clarify_SPC_WIthoutThese.indd   1 3/03/15   12:15 PM

Below level

On-level

Above level

The digital text for the Model the Strategy lesson 
is also provided in a printed poster format.

The Working with a Partner cards are available  
in both print and digital formats. The printed 
cards are in multiples of 12, for ease of use  
in the classroom.

The Independent Practice texts are provided at 
three levels of difficulty — Below level, On-level  
and Above level. Clear instruction for students  
are provided on each card. 8 copies of each level.

for informative texts®
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How this unique resource  
supports your classroom needs

A clear model for teaching 
the 6 key comprehension 
strategies

• Making Connections 

• Monitoring and Clarifying

• Predicting and Inferring

• Questioning

• Summarising

• Visualising

Modules provide authentic, 
short, high-interest 
informative texts that  
are complete. The texts 
are not excerpts.
In each of the texts,  
the vocabulary specific to  
each text is explained in  
student-friendly language.

1

2

Teacher-friendly 
Lesson Plans  
support the  
gradual  
release of  
responsibility  
process. 

3
Working with a partnerMonitoring and Clarifying

The telephoneThe electric light

Did you know?
The first telephone was invented in 1876.  According to 
the story, the first telephone conversation was between the 
inventor, Alexander Graham Bell, and his assistant, Thomas 
Watson.  Bell said, “Mr Watson, come here.  I need you”.

Did you know?
The first light bulb was invented by Humphry Davy in 1800, but Davy’s 
light bulb burned for only a short time.  Thomas Edison improved it so that it 
could last for more than 1,500 hours.  Edison also invented the first electricity 
generating station so that houses could be lit using electric light bulbs.

Mobile phones were first 
invented in 1946, but 
it wasn’t until 1978 that 
they could be used over 
long distances.

Where would we be without these?

the city of 
Hong Kong lit 
up at night

reading by 
candlelight

Now  Today telephones 
connect people all over  
the world, and mobile 
phones mean that people 
can be contacted just about 
anywhere.  Telephones 
enable people to get 
information instantly.

Then  Before telephones were invented, 
people gave each other messages by 
talking face to face or by writing letters.  
Although letters could be sent a long way, 
it could take months for them to reach 
their destination.  People found out about 
things happening in other places a long 
time after they had happened.

Then  Before electric lights were 
invented, people used fire, candles and 
lamps for light.  People often had to 
make their own candles, which took a 
lot of time because they needed many 
candles to get enough light to read by.  
Many houses burned down when 
candles or lamps were accidentally 
knocked over.

Now  Today people can 
light a room simply by 
flicking a switch.  Lights are 
used for many things.  They 
are found in phones, ovens 
and refrigerators, and are 
used to control traffic and 
to guide aeroplanes to the 
ground at night.

The earliest 
phones 
had no 
dial at all. 
You had 
to call an 
operator.

the first modern 
phone with a 
rotary dial

today’s  
mobile phone

writing a 
letter
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Key words are explained and 
examples are supported by 
clearly captioned photographs.
Vocabulary knowledge is a critical aspect  
of reading comprehension.

4

Know your vocabulary

graze  If an animal grazes, it eats growing 
grasses and other plants. An animal that 
grazes usually eats on and off all day. Most 
plant-eating animals graze.

These buffaloes graze on grass.

permanent  If something is permanent, it 
is always there and does not change. For 
example, a building is permanent because it 
remains where it is all the time.

This building is permanent.

raise  Raise means to look after either 
young children or animals as they grow. 
For example, a farmer might raise chickens, 
cows, sheep and pigs.

Some farmers raise cattle.

reeds  A reed is a type of plant. It is tall 
and slender and is a member of the grass 
family. Reeds grow very well in wet areas.

Reeds grow in wetlands.

seasonal  If something is seasonal, it only 
occurs at a certain time of the year. For 
example, when trees lose their leaves it is 
a seasonal event. It happens once a year, 
usually in autumn.

Monsoon rain is seasonal.

inland  The Earth is made up of areas of 
land surrounded by the ocean. Areas of 
land away from the coast are inland areas. 

This desert is an inland area.

predators  Predators are animals that 
hunt other animals. For example, a cheetah 
is a predator because it hunts animals, such 
as warthogs, for food. 

Lions are predators.

© 2014 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. Published by Eleanor Curtain Publishing.
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The 5 modules (for Years 3–7+) are closely linked to:

•	 �New Zealand Curriculum and  
Literacy Learning Progressions

5

for informative texts®

A complete digital version of all the resources is 
included in each module. Along with the print 
format this allows for greater flexibility in teaching.  
If you choose to teach exclusively from an interactive 
whiteboard you may buy the digital version alone.
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About the author 
Dr Alison Davis is a leading literacy researcher, writer,  
speaker and professional development provider.  
Alison is particularly well known for her research on  
reading comprehension. Her professional development books –  
Teaching reading comprehension, Building comprehension  
strategies and Effective writing instruction –  
are published by Eleanor Curtain Publishing.
To purchase, visit www.ecpublishing.com.au Alison Davis

writing instruction
Effective

Evidence-based classroom practices

Skilled writers learn to write with enjoyment, engagement  
and self-efficacy for a range of purposes and audiences. 

Becoming a competent and confident writer is an exciting process for learners. It can  
also be a demanding process.

Effective writing instruction provides teachers and students with the knowledge and 
skills to become active and engaged in the process of learning to write – and learning 
from writing. This resource offers explicit support for effective classroom instruction.  
It explores key ideas about writing and presents numerous examples of how teachers  
can plan for and develop instruction.

It also provides activities that actively engage learners in understanding and monitoring 
their own progress and achievement in writing.

The accompanying CD contains graphic organisers that can be used for independent, 
paired and small-group work during instruction, and as part of planned practice and 
maintenance of previous learning throughout the year. The graphic organisers also 
provide explicit models of formative assessment of writing practices and strategies. 

Effective writing instruction is an essential resource for all teachers of writing.

Dr Alison Davis is a leading literacy researcher, 
writer, speaker and professional development 
provider. Alison is particularly well known for 
her research on reading comprehension. She 
is the author of the highly successful Building 
comprehension strategies and Explorations 
Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts.
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