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When I am monitoring and
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★ Does what I have read make
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When I am monitoring and
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★ Does what I have read make
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If the answer is yes:
★ I keep on reading.
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Learning goals

miracle When something amazing or wonderful
I am learning to monitor and clarifyhappens
as I readthat
to help
meexpected, it could be called
wasn’t
understand the text. I will be successful
when I can:
a miracle.
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explain
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what would
the cochlear
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asking
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listener hears what people are saying more clearly.

Forecasting the weather

Know your vocabulary

Forecasting the weather

Q. How do meteorologists use the information?
A. Meteorologists use their observations and knowledge
of weather patterns to report on weather conditions
and to predict what the weather will be like over the
next few days.

with a meteorologist
ItInterview
is a miracle
that this man can walk.
This is Evan. He’s a meteorologist. He studies the
weather and makes weather forecasts.

easier text – 1 stripe
Q. What do you do?
A. Every day I collect data about the weather.
I measure many things including temperature,
rainfall, wind speed and direction and the pressure
of the atmosphere.

Q. How do you get this information?
A. I get information from all over the world and beyond.
Information is sent from satellites, aeroplanes, ships
and weather stations on the ground.

Q. What do satellites do?
A. Satellites orbit the Earth, collecting information about
the weather below them. They can take pictures of
clouds, showing if they are high or low. They can take
pictures that show what parts of the Earth are warm
or cool. They can also test how wet the atmosphere is
and how clean the air is.

Q. Weather forecasts are sometimes wrong. Why is that?
A. Sometimes weather predictions are wrong because a
very small change in conditions can cause very large
changes in the weather. These changes are too small
to measure, but have a huge impact on the way the
weather turns out.

make sense, checking a reference or asking for help.
hacking A hacker is someone who breaks into a
computer system to get to people’s private information.
The bionic ear
When a person does this, it is called hacking.

What to do:

What to do:
title and look at the pictures.

2 Read the text in order.
After you have read each part
of the text, ask yourself the
questions in the box and then
fill in your Graphic Organiser.
3 When you have finished, fill
in your Self-assessment sheet.

a speech processor

SCIENCE NEWS

The
bionic

shaking hands: a type of etiquette

Last night, Sally took part in her school play.

The bionic ear comes in several parts.

Monitoring and Clarifying

• Self-assessment sheet

Graphic Organiser

Name:
Title:
Monitoring: What I didn’t understand
Vocabulary

Ideas

Monitoring and Clarifying

Self-assessment
Visual information

Name:

One part, which is smaller than a fingernail,

that invented the bionic ear. The idea for

is put into the inner ear. The other parts

the device came from experiments with a

able to hear the audience clapping. At one

are worn outside the ear. A coil that carries

stage in her life, none of this would have

sound is held in position against the skin by

been possible for Sally because she was born

a magnet, and a microphone is worn behind

Working with the teacher
Just starting

Getting there

Got it!

Working with a partner
Just starting

I can recognise when
I do not understand
what I am reading.
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I can explain what is
making me confused.

I can clarify my
understanding by
re-reading slowly,
figuring out what would
make sense, checking
a reference or asking
for help.

One thing I learned about the Monitoring and Clarifying strategy is

Getting there

Got it!

Getting there

Dr. Clark says he still has the same reaction

with a hearing impairment.

the ear. The speech processor can also be
worn behind the ear, or can be clipped onto

whenever he sees a child hear for the

Sally and many other hearing-impaired

the user’s clothing.

first time. “When I talk to the children

children can thank a team of scientists

and their parents, I just break down and

for opening up the world of sound to them.

cry. People just don’t understand how

This miracle resulted from the invention

important hearing is.”

of the cochlear implant, which is known as
Dr. Clark’s research took

the bionic ear.

37 years and involved 175
scientists. The bionic ear
has restored hearing to
more than 70,000 people
all around the world.

3 When you have finished, fill
in your Self-assessment sheet.

Got it!
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When I am monitoring and
clarifying, I ask:
★ Does what I have read make
sense? Do I understand it?
If the answer is yes:
★ I keep on reading.

If the answer is no:
★ I re-read slowly and think
about what I know already;
★ I ask myself questions;
★ I read on and think about
what would make sense;
★ I check a dictionary, a
thesaurus, a map or a website;
★ I ask a friend or a teacher.

Learning goals
I am learning to monitor and clarify as I read to help me
understand the text. I will be successful when I can:
★ Recognise when I do not understand what I am reading;
★ Identify what I don’t understand and explain what is making me confused;
★ Clarify my understanding by re-reading slowly, figuring out what would
make sense, checking a reference or asking for help.

Riding the Internet wave

Riding the
Internet wave

What to do:

1 Open your card, read the
title and look at the pictures.

There is etiquette online too.
It’s often called “netiquette.”
For example, it’s against proper
netiquette to write a full e-mail or blog
ALL IN UPPERCASE BECAUSE
THAT’S CONSIDERED TO BE
SHOUTING.

Monitoring and Clarifying

Graphic Organiser

Name:
Title:
Monitoring: What I didn’t understand

Clarifying: What I did to understand

Vocabulary

Ideas

Self-assessment
Visual information

I am learning to monitor and clarify to help me understand what I read.
What to do: Think about how you are going. Tick, draw or write in the matching box next to each sentence.
Working with the teacher

Just starting

Getting there

Got it!

Working with a partner

Just starting

I can recognise when
I do not understand
what I am reading.

Getting there

Got it!

Working by myself
Just starting

Getting there

Got it!
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I can identify what
I don’t understand.

Computers have existed for many
years but early computers were
unable to communicate with
one another. Over time, new
technologies were invented that
allowed networks of computers
to be connected to form the
Internet. Communicating using
the Internet is fast.

Today the Internet allows people
to send written messages and
pictures, talk to one another,
and even see one another as
they talk. Any communication
written on a computer can be sent
around the world in a matter of
seconds and the recipient can
reply a couple of seconds later.

Thanks to e-mail, things that
were impossible before are
now simple. People who live in
different parts of the world can
work together using e-mail and
the Internet.

People no longer need to write
such long, detailed letters.
E-mail expanded on this, with
people writing short notes,
asking quick questions, and
replying with brief responses.
Writing styles have changed
forever. Expectations for instant
answers have grown and many
people now get more than 100
messages a day.

When people communicate online,
they should be themselves and send
only the types of messages and
pictures they would like to receive.
Bullying behavior is not acceptable
at any time.

As a way of stamping out cyber bullying,
some schools have introduced contracts
for their students to sign. Some of the
rules of a contract might include: no
sending of harassing e-mails or insulting
images to others, and no hacking
into another student’s e-mail account.
Parents have also been encouraged to
establish contracts with their children
for home Internet and cell phone usage.

Tips for staying safe online

1 Keep your passwords private.

2 Send only the types of messages you
would like to receive, and that you are
sure will not hurt others.

3 If you feel bullied or anyone makes you
uncomfortable online, do not respond.
Tell a teacher or parent.
4 Keep personal information private.
Don’t give out information such as your
second name, password, phone number,
address, school, clubs you belong to, or
other activities you do.
5 No network is completely
secure. If you see
something that is confusing
or makes you feel
uncomfortable, tell a
teacher or a parent. It may
mean that measures need
to be taken to make your
computer or network safer.

You will need the Monitoring and Clarifying:

Riding the Internet wave is an explanation about
the Internet and how it has changed the way
people communicate. What do you already know
about communicating using the Internet?

• Graphic Organiser
Monitoring and Clarifying

• Self-assessment sheet

Graphic Organiser

Name:
Title:
Monitoring: What I didn’t understand

Clarifying: What I did to understand

Vocabulary

Ideas

Monitoring and Clarifying

Self-assessment
Visual information

Name:
I am learning to monitor and clarify to help me understand what I read.
What to do: Think about how you are going. Tick, draw or write in the matching box next to each sentence.
Working with the teacher
Just starting

Getting there

Got it!

Working with a partner
Just starting

I can recognise when
I do not understand
what I am reading.

Getting there

Got it!

Working by myself
Just starting

Getting there

Got it!
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I can identify what
I don’t understand.

I can clarify my
understanding by
re-reading slowly,
figuring out what would
make sense, checking
a reference or asking
for help.

One thing I learned about the Monitoring and Clarifying strategy is
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3 When you have finished, fill
in your Self-assessment sheet.

I can explain what is
making me confused.

I can explain what is
making me confused.

I can clarify my
understanding by
re-reading slowly,
figuring out what would
make sense, checking
a reference or asking
for help.

Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 3

2 Read the text in order.
After you have read each part
of the text, ask yourself the
questions in the box and then
fill in your Graphic Organiser.

challenging text – 3 stripes

You will need the Monitoring and Clarifying:
• Graphic Organiser
The bionic ear is a report about the invention
• Self-assessment sheet
of a tiny machine called the bionic ear, which
helps people with hearing problems to hear
better. What do you already know about
Explorations Strategies for Comprehension for informative texts Module 3
hearing problems?
© 2012 EC Licensing Pty Ltd. Published by Eleanor Curtain Publishing.
Name:

Working by myself
Just starting

piece of grass and a seashell.

The first implant was done in 1978 and

Monitoring and Clarifying

I am learning to monitor and clarify to help me understand what I read.
What to do: Think about how you are going. Tick, draw or write in the matching box next to each sentence.

I can identify what
I don’t understand.

Clarifying: What I did to understand

After you have read each part
technologies Technology is all about how things work.
of the text, ask yourself the
Computer technologies are any equipment or programs
questions in the box and then
that help computer systems to work.
fill in your Graphic Organiser.

Dr. Graeme Clark led the team of scientists

She was able to speak her lines and hear what
the other actors were saying. She was also

computer technologies

• Graphic Organiser

networks A network means that things are linked
1 Open your card, read the
to each other. People can have a network of friends.
title and look at the pictures.
When computers are linked so that people can share
information, they are
in a the
network.
2 Read
text in order.

ear
on-level
text – 2 stripes

You will need the Monitoring and Clarifying:

Forecasting the weather is a recount of an
interview with a meteorologist. What do you
already know about forecasting the weather?

Strategy

If the answer
is no:
communication
Communication
means sending and
★ Iinformation.
re-read slowly
and think
receiving
Communication
happens in many
about
what
I know
different
ways,
such
as byalready;
talking face to face, talking
★
I
ask
myself
questions;
on the phone or using computers.
★ I read on and think about
cyber what
bullying
Cyber
bullying
would
make
sense; is when a person,
or group
people,
uses computers
or mobile phones to
★ Iofcheck
a dictionary,
a
a form of communication
be nasty
to or about
another
thesaurus,
a map
or a person,
website;or group of people.
★ I ask a friend or a teacher.
e-mail The word e-mail is short for electronic mail.
E-mail is a way of sending and receiving messages
Learning goals
using computers.
I am learning to monitor and clarify as I read to help me
etiquette
situations need different types
understand the text. I will be successful
when IDifferent
can:
of behaviour.
way you are expected to behave in
★ Recognise when I do not understand
what I amThe
reading;
a certain
a particular
event, such as at a
★ Identify what I don’t understand and
explainplace
whatorisat
making
me confused;
a girl hurt by cyber bullying
library or
at a sports
match,
is called
etiquette.
★ Clarify my understanding by re-reading
slowly,
figuring
out what
would

1 Open your card, read the

Q. Do you like being a meteorologist?
A. Yes, I do. Meteorology is an extremely important
science. Extreme weather is dangerous and by
telling people to be careful we can save their lives.
Even knowing that we have helped people to lead
more comfortable lives by giving them good weather
information is very satisfying.
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Degree of difficulty
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